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e on this melancholy occaſion a repeated Peruſal of 
Pr. Greſvenor s Mourner ; or The Aicted Reliewed, 
wich is a moſt valuable Gem; and as it is wrote in 
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Attention; I am fute you ſtand in need of the . 5 
( ſolations and Helps therein adminiſtred; I am never 
without ſome of theſe little Bcoks, to give away to- 
my Acquaintance under Afflictions, eſpecially on their | 
less of dear Relations, and valuable Friends, for | - 
wich purpoſesI think it one of the moſt judicious and | 
=> * univerſally uſeful Books extant, and well deſerves 
2 do be tranſlated into the Language of every Nation | - . . 
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n ſoon as you caſt your 
2 Eyes upon this little Piece, 
18 22 ſome of you will imme 
diate y chink of the good Huſband: 


who is no; more; or of the ten- 


Parent w who has given the laſt 
leſſing. „Others will. remember 


13; We pretty Child, in whole 


— 


2 


_— Life your own ſeemed ts be Bund St 


ſome Experience and Benevolence 


9 N23 2 9 - "bak 
A ä 238. / F358 2 1 * * 
x vgs J - 9 * Wo R N — 
2 P 8 F 


N 


8 
— 


ea 


viate 
up ; the Brother will come into; 
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mind, who was as your own Soul; 


| and the excellent Friend, who = 
ſometimes. fPlickath . chſer than 4 ad 
Brother. I have had all theſe ||, © 


Caſes in my Eye; and with a 
Sympathy that can only ariſe from 


in conjunction, have endeavored 
to aſſwage and improve your _ | 
rows at the ame time. 
It is ſomewhat necallary to "VE and 

been acquainted with Grief, in or- 
| - derto-addreſs ſuitably to the Ten- | Of 


=_— dernefs of its Nature; to obviate ind 


the Subtlety of its Pleas and Pre- En 


=_ - tenſions for Exceſs; and to ma- 
nage its Operations and Effect,” ſut 
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viate, and the Wound is made to bleed 
afreſh * : Even Balm itſelf my: * 


There are, radwed, x Yon Wounds 
Trhat will heal of themſel ves. Give 
WR them a little Time, and the Stock of 
Sorrow is not ſo: great but it will 
quickly be ſpent: The haſty Show- 
red ler will ſoon. be over. But the real 


Mourner is apt to have the Reaſons of 


and to be more intent upon N 
ing his Spirits than his Sorrows: F. ond ; 
of Solitude and Silence, that he may 
te indulge his Paſſion, and provoke t the 
a. | Emotion of that Grief which is ready. 8 
a- to devour him; taking a ſort of Ple- 
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"Gta; and beooming a iin Prey td Se 
its furious Diſorders. Upon offering te 
to ſpeak they reply eagerly, 77 is a V 
eaſy Matter to tall, you would. Hemi * 
"of 27:9 Grief and not fufer 10 Ne ent; bu W 
Pit were your own Caſe you al Fol Fu 
F * er Hour ſelves up ro n, or Faint ande 
W 16% Preſſure of Juch a Calamity. * 
firſt Onſets of Borrow do indeed cal 
for Co paſſion more than Advice: 
We are 10 mourn with- them tha 
mourn. The silence of Job's Friends, Ky 
vaſe zhey ſaw his Grief Was obs y to 
great, was more to the Purpoſe tha 

ay thing they x could ſay. It would 
. inhuman to deny the Ralf 0 fer 
dens when Mourning itlelf is 
often its own. Relief, © But is there 
Þ Harm i in . Bounds: to 
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Seals; Should Grief, be left n | 


Why ſuch coſtly Sacrifices as Health 
and Life, and the Comforts of both: 
| to.aCalamity that you think has car 
ried off too much already? We may 
pay the Tribute of a.tew Tears to the 
Memory of ſome dear Objects; but f 1 
chen, Religion: fays, we ſhould Weß 
as if "we wept. not, becauſe there will 
ever be more Occaſion. of Joy to a 


leſepby ſays, it is a needleſs Aggra- 
vation of - Miſery to taint under our 
- of Pains; and not have Courage to Fr 1 
>; ſer thoſe Misfortunes, which it is not 
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Mts dur Power to avoid. 9 
elf is in our Pow: to id. Yards 26:6 


Halm in the Violence of a Tempeſt? : 


ſſtian Ch 


= ing thei. 2 alſilt in the Exerciſe of 


:; ; b 4 
3 * 2 - * . : * 
* » 9 33 N ab 7 =, - 1 Fx y 1 y uw” 
« * > & 2 7 » , 
* £ ” — 8 PY - . 7 . 4 = 5 8 N 4 ; 
# 17 * 0 ; 


| 68 100 : 
E: hearkened to; when en Diates 
are moſt ſeaſonable, and their Max- 


ims moſt needful? Has not this 
Weakneſs of Mind betrayed abun- 


dance of People into thoſe Extre- 


mities, that are aDiſgrace to hu man 


araQter ?' 


Q 


e Children of < Action, Break 
the Tide of Sorrow by throwing it 


# into different Chanels and direct 


ts C ourſe ſo as'to dee it uſeful, by 


0 oying its Influence to ſpiritual 


Purpoſes. : 'It will be more eaſy, at 


=! 4 [= ; ſuch a time, to convert the Sorrow 
EF of this World that wh 

= that god: y Sorrow! that Le. ky Re- 
* 1 . 5 pentance-unto Lise. So other natur al 
Piuaſſions may be ſanctified, by mak - 


erb Death, into 


dpi * 


e, and ens to the Chri- ; 


5 1 11 1 

ates ſpiri itual Grace. It is a tender Time, 
"NY while the Soul i 15 more ſuſceptible of 
this Impreſſ ion, and turns more eaſily, 
un- as the, ſoftened Wax do the Seal. As 
tre- | Thankfulneſs is a proper Graft upon 

nan || the, Joys of Proſperity when the 
hri- Heart is inlarged, ſo will godly Sor- 
row be ſeaſonable to a mournful 
0 p caſion; and the ratl er, becauſe 
this is one e Bind of Hons in all 
our Afflictions. 1 de 
I know not dy it hes been 
e or no; but to me it ſeems, 
that the ne of Mourning are 


as Men are nearer to God, The Pro, 
ple of God under the Old Teſtament, 
ral | were forbid. thoſe Signs of Sorrow | 
ü | that were common among the Gen 
arg as cutting themſelves s, and 
„ tear | 


repreſented: |  Jefſen' in proportion 0 
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. "hey. 5 CR, 
tearing wei Rh, It v 
1 to have God fo nigh to theme.” The 
Triebe among them were not allow- 


_edthoſe Ex fotos of Sorrow which 


were indulged! to the People. The 
Prieſts were nearer to God, and mi- 
| eoſin before him. The Magarite, 
Who by a ſpecial Separation was 
moſt Galt to God, had the 
leaſt to do with Mourning or its 
Forms, becauſe the C onſecration of his 


— was lepon his Head; Numb. 6. 8, 


The Chr i/tian Church, Who are 
- brought nigh by the Blood of Chriſt, 
a peculiar holy People, and a royal 


| - Prieſthood, are laid under this Pro- 
| hibition, that hey ſorrom not as 40 
4. Neither as other 


O other. Ge, | Among 


rs thi G16 


lo. | to God i in * 15 Spirituality, 
he were the beſt able to rejaice in Tribu- 
W hin. Al. forrowful yet always re- 
cing. And to mount the laſt and 
he hipbeſt Step of this Gradation, 
n- Heaven, where we are neareſt of all 
te, to God, there ſhall be no more Sor 
vas row; Rev. 21. 4. everlaſting Jey 
he | ball be upon their Heads ; Thankſ- | 
as | giving, and the Voice of Praiſe. In 
thy Preſence is Pulneſs of Foy ;: at thy 
Ri go” H and are eee ever 


more.” 


in this Caſe, and ſuch. as make up 
the very Cordial of Conſolation, | 
belong only to a truly good Man, 
and can only be reliſhed by ſuch a 

one. Why do you oppoſe a Man of 

this W orld with e drawn = 
7 b 3 : from 


The ane chute Thoughts 7 | | 


„ = 
tem- another ?. You talk of Hea- 
ven, and he minds nothing but 
Earth. Tou propoſe the calm heal- 
ing Thought of the divide Appro: 


ee With the Pleaſure and Ho- 


2 . - 6f-- nA 


s Favour, to a Man 


5 4 h ſays unto Gad, a 33 
* m u. We. defire not the Knowlege 
| 3% 0, *. thy W: ays.. You: preach the e C on- 8 


ſolations of God which are not 
mall, to one who knows no Conſo- 
Lation but i in Coru, and Hine, and 
Oil. What Comfort to a Man from 
ae Thoughts of the Shortneſs of 
m Life, whoſe greateſt Trou- 
ble is that it is ſo ſhort, or elſe is ap- 
pfrehenſive that the End of the 
Troubles will begin thoſe which 
ſhall r never end 7 He has no more 
Title to this true Comſort, than he 


4 ; + | 2 : 80 ; A has 
Fa = * 1 . n ” 
* 4 * : » . Ed * $7 3 , 1 e 
, +4 ues. WHY 
- I : > 3, 2 
; : F L — 2 2 
. * 0 = y - 
0 c a - r 
% 1 


(as). 


ah A; Fitneſs for it, the good Man 
only being qualified for, and capa- 
ble of this. Chriſtian: Conſolations 


belong only to Chriſtians: They are 
of no Uſe to others, who have neither 


Science; but the promiſcuous Ap- 
phicaritinc theſe Comforts toall ſorts 
of Characters, is mere Quacking in 


f the Lord is with them that fear hint; 
becauſe be hath. ſhewn unto then his 


Covenant. Others muſt. go to . 


1 cero, Ser eneca, „or Plutarch, de We 
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Divinity, inſtead of approved Re- 
medies and fair Practice. be ſecret 


4 
Part, nor Lot in this Matter, no | 
an wen than in that Heaven, from 
ce they are derived. They ſup- 
folk a Diſpoſition capable of them, 

as the Rudiments of any Science are 


Previous to the Operations of that 
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ul 7 0 * 
1 ane; and try what their Floriſhes 
and general Reaſoning will do. The 
Aids of antient Philoſaphy, how dry, 
ho inſufficient they are, will ap- 
pear from a few Paſſages, which 1 
* take leave to borrow from Arch- 
bann T3eyor; ene of che beſt of 
| Writers upon the beſt of Subjects, 
LU The eee of ther Ghz he Reli. 
_ = 1100 
nc Some preter ided to FRA dns 
LN « ther there was any ſuch Thing as 
30 $ Senſe or Pain; and yet when any » 
great Evil was upon them, they 
UE << would certainly ſigh and groan as 
t pitifully, and TOs: loud as 
e other Men. 
Others Oe fought to ahi 5 


| « themſelves. by maintaining that 
1 0 Afflictions were no real Evils, and 


N chere · 


b ( 17 10 | | 
e therefore” wiſe Men ought not to 


© be troubled at them: But he muſt 
he a vi very wife Man indeed that Can 


* forbear being troubled at Things 
1 which are very troubleſome and 


* yet thus Poſidonins diſtinguiſhed | 


664g! Cicero tells us. He could not 6 


6. deny Pain to be very trouble ſome, 


_ «hut he was: reſolved never to ac- 
4% bnowlege it 70 be an. 'Poil. But 


CEL 


te ſure it is a very lender Cotnfort | 
©2008 that relies on this nice Diſtinc- 
bub tion, between Thins g being trou- = 
n bleſome, and being Evils; when 1 

« all the Evil of AMiaion lies in 
06 the 25 rouble ii it creates to us. And 1 


e when the beſt that can be is made 
IJ of this Argument, it is good for 


« nothing but to be thrown away 
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8 bas; A, ſtupid, Paradox, and wein, 


t Mils common Senſe of Mankind. 


0 Others have endeayored; to de 
00 * their Trouble by a graver 
4 Way of Reaſoning: That theſe 


4 'hings are fatal and neceſſaryʒ 


ee and: that we ought not to be trou- 5 


00 © bled at what we cannot. help. But 


« this only, proves the Trouble to | 


. be as fatal as the Calamity that 
cc occaſions 198; And, perhaps, that 


1 4 ce a Thing. cannot be helped, is one £ 
* « of the Juſteſt Cauſes of Trouble 


« toa wiſe Man; as Auguſtus ſmart- 


| 3 ! 10 ly replied, to one who miniſtred 
c this Comfort to him on the Fata- 
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ee lity of Things: This was ſo far 


- 1 &« & from f giving any. Eaſe to his Mind, 
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1 « That (fays he) this 1 is the very Thing ; 1 


"0H that troubles me +. 


6“ Others have Ar to ; Aibert * 


e entertain the I roubles of other 
„Men, by pretty and plauſible Say- 
0 ings, ſuch as this: That, if Evils 
s long, they are but light; JU. 
0 «harp, but ſhort : and a hundred 


„ ſuch like. Now Jam apt to ima- 


e gine, that it is but a very ſmall 


Comfort that a plain ordinary 
cc Man lying under a ſharp Fit of the ; 
Stone for 4 Week together, re- 


« ceives from this fine Sentence: 


1 For, what Pleaſure ſoever Men, 


40 who : are at Faſe and Leiſure, may 


. take 1 in being the Authors of witty 
« Sayings, 1 doubt it is put poor 4 
_ Conſolation, mY LY May under 1 
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bi d Ringing: Alone 


40 (gest a NN 
e find from them 


„ The beſt moral Nen to 
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on; is the 


0 Patience in my Opin 


Ad vantage of Patience itſelf. To 


« bear Evils as quietly as we can, 
is the way to make them lighter 


« and. eaſier : But to toſs and fling 


$ 46 © and. be reſtleſs,..is gc 0 
© thing, but to fret and inrage our 


xd for no- 


« « Pain, to gall our Sores, and make p 


# « the Burden upon us ſit more un- 
- BK he: eaſy. And this is properly no 
1810 Conſideration of Comfort, but an 


60 Art. 0 
40 « ur Afflietions, fo as nat. to. make 


f managing ourſelves. under 


3 * 8 3. 8 


00 them more Pieyous a ed 
Hachen. „ eee 
But -NOW the, Arguments: that 
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fach as prove a juſt and reaſona- 


« Chriſtians'; the Glory that ſhall 


*. preJent T. me. A 


Stoic Philoſophy. When h. 
© on his Death Bed, and one of his 


Faun abe * he an- 
„ _ 


i . 


ble Encouragement for Men to 

© bear Affliction: patiently.” And 
hen theAuthor mentions *<* 3 5 

© ample of Chriſt, and the firſt 


follow the gut Aflictions of. this 
And cloſes this 
Part of his Subject with a Paſſage i in N 
* of Life of Linſius, who was a 
F great studier and Admirer of the | 


lay 


| © Friends who came to viſit him 
py 1 ſaid, that he need not uſe Argu- 
ments to perſuade him to Patience 
under his Paing, the Philoſophy 5 
which he had ſtudied ſo much, 
would furniſh him with Motives 
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5 = ſwers him with this-Bjaculation If th 
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e Domine 72 o/u, da mibi purieutian 
e cbriſtianam; that is Lord ꝓſul 
give ine Cbriſtian Patience. No 
= Patience like that, which the 
i 40 Conſiderations of: e aft 
«, apt to work in us. 
Thhis is one Iaſtance Gde cel 
lence of the Chriſtian Religion, it 
furniſhing us with the beſt Motive 
and Conſiderations to Patience, un- 
| der the: Evils and Ane hy 
r 1 
1 inn 1 - philoſophical 
3 10 far as they are of 'anyſhim, 
be, the Chriſtian NPs take andſpanc 
make his beſt of; an when ho oy 
fail, he knows Are to go. Hehf tl 
cen turn to God, and ſay; Plat 
129.8. BP bennwilethouccomfort me? 


ot. 


"ol 


on; 5 ar, doſt i s all ths World can 


iaMÞot. Without Thee, miſerable Com- 
frters une they all. If thou doſt not 
peak Peace, there will be no End 


thapf my Trouble. This Balm is only 


* o he found in Gilead. Say unto ny 


Poul. Jam thy — Say, Be of 
cel M Chear ; thy Sins be forgiven. 
iter, And then will 1 ſay, In be 
500 Multitude of my Thoughts withire tHe, 
un- yy Comfarts delight | my Soul": Thy 
this omfoerts | Comforts | that come 
rom God, which lead to bim, 
ncalfad are fully to be injoyed in 
any im. The Light of thy Counte- 
andſpance, the Senſe of the Pardon of 
theyſhy Sins, an Intereſt in the Promiſes 
Hef the Covenant of Grace, a Con- 
P/al-ueſt of Selfwill, and conſequently 
me? f - N other F TFeace of 
eee eee 
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Conſcience, and Joy in the Holy 
Ghoſt ; the Hope and Proſpect o 

Eternal Life near, and not the les 

N pleaſant on that Account *: Theſe 

are Conſolations indeed that are 101 
ſmall... There are two Things alſc 

| faid of thoſe divine Comforts, tha 
give them infinite Advantage above 
all other; 3 they are rong, and the 
are full. They are ftrong Conſolations 

: Heb. 6.18. Others are too weak te 

bear much Weight. A Soul in all ity 1s t] 
Heavineſs finds they are not Affii&ion G5 60 

proof: They cannot ſtand: under thq C 

Troubles of Life, much leſs will To 
they do againſt the Terrors of Death whe 
and Judgement. But the Comforty Her 

. are n N mea ill bear WS 1 

| * 15 „ ee 3M he 

OY eee n n TY omnibus bon to d 


et gaudiis circumfluentem ! Sed beatam etiam mortem / - 
N ad aan vitam e 1 Cie. Conf. 
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oly Man up, when every thing elle 
T oll fails about him, the World fink- 
leflling under him, and all is a going. 
heſe The other thing g ſaid of theſe di- 
vine Canfolations, ” is, that they are 
1: As Chriſt ſaid to his Diſciples, 
Let not your Hearts be troubled ; 3 Je 
bord believe in God, Believe 40% in 50 
the Thefe things have I [ ſpoken unto you, 
jones that your Foy might „ - 
k td To have a God to apply to, who 
115; is the Farbe. of Mercies, and the 
7 God of all Conſolation; the God that 
the comforterh them who are caſt dnon + 
will To have an Intereſt in Chriſt, by 
| whom we have Acceſs unto the Fa- 

ort ther ; ; whoſe'Grace is ſufficient far - 
| us in every Time of Need : To have 
Ma the Spirit, the Comforter by Office, 
Offic 4 to us, and diffuſe 


vs bon to do his Offi 
nortem : | | 
nf. — 125 c 3 . | that 


335 ( 54 7 
I "TY Joy and Peace in believing, 

which are Part of the Kingdom of 
God, and the Fruits of the Spi- 
Tit: To have the holy & n to 

| that we, thro me and Gunfire 


f the Scriptures, might. have Hope. 
I heſe are, in com 


pariſon to all other 
Comforts, as the Fountain of. living 
Waters to the broken fer that 
can hold no Water. 
Prayer gives Eaſe to 5 Mind, 
revives Faith, Hope, and Patience ; 
| promotes I Holineſs, as well as fetches 
_ down Comfort : It i is, in ſhort, the 
true Way of handling our Weapons 
5 againſt our ſpiritual Adverſaries. 
Put on the whole Armour of Gad : 


my Praying with all Prayer. And the 


true OE of »pplying our. art 
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Fries ds, the Ai 
counts will here find ſome Relief 
under the Troubles of Life. 
Nature of Submiſſion, and the Ar- 

guments and Motives of Acquieſ- 


Sheen e end 


| beſt e who. has not bis 1 
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Remed y: ih 'Y 4 Mela, le. him 


ir: C53 THOSE 
| Beſides the 3 for A 


Zed on other Ac- 


'The 


cence, do very much agree to both, 


They have ſuch an Affinity, that 


one can hardly be treated of with- 
in lay ing down the Map of any 
Kingdom, ſome Borders of the 


neighbouring Nations will appear. 9 
They are but different Ingredients 
of the ſame bitter Cup, put into the 


Hans of mortal Menn. 
le uſually behaves beſt, who is 
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think of any ſuch Thing, Den : 


| * 28 A | 
Weapons, to ſeek when! they are to 
be uſed; nor his Armour to be put 
aon, wink the Attack is begun *. It 
1 obſerved, that none are more con- 
founded when Calamity comes, than 
thoſe who are moſt careleſs to pre- ' 
vent it. Principles muſt be fixed, 
before they can be uſed; and fre- 
quent Practice muſt Kettle Habits, 
before we can injoy the Benefit of 
that Eaſe with which they exert 
themſelves. Of all People they ſuf- 
fer moſt, Who won't allow you to 
mention beforehand the Death of 
a beloved Object, nor themſelves to 


. of it; 10 cannot bear 2 Thoughts 
of 


® Nec vero hat doloris ib: excipere, ac 
fortiter perpeti poſſet, niſi ſe prius ad obſiſtendum com- 


__ parſſet ex quo conſuetudo fit, que callum obducit 
| animo, noſque contra omnes vel naturæ, vel Werte 


3 Cic. C gud 


VF a es ti ad ooh. ne id DB mn & © 3 2 
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tract ell. 5 4 


62999 xl} 
of it: Toe fre I ſhall. run di- 
nd ſo, partly for Qviet- 
neſs ſake, and partly from Complai- 
ſance, not a Word is ſaid of the M at- 


ter; the dear Thing is clapt to the 
: Heart) it olings, and grows to the 


Affections; ; and when ſnatched 


away, no Wonder if the Parents 
grieve and lament. They ſeem to 


have had no Notion of their dear 


Creature's being mortal: It overſets 


them at once, becauſe they have no 


Conſideration about them to hinder | 
its doing ſo; nothing that can 
weaken the Influence of their Vex- 
ation. Whereas he 1 is a wiſe Man 
indeed, who prepares both for his 
own Death and the Death of his 
Friends; who ſo i iniproves his Fore- 


=; "gat of Troubles, as to abate the 
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SECT. L „ A to the 1 
both by God and Man. Pag. 1 


Szer. II. When may our Mourning be efteemed ex- 


ceſſive and immoderate. 9 


87 or. III. Submiſſion to the Will 4 God, and Re- 
ſignation to his Providence. . 47 


SECT. IV. Submiſſion to the Wall of Ged, as it re- 
_ gards aur Temper of Mind and Spirit... 22 


Tos, V. Submiſſion, as it Wm our Behaviour 
and Carriage. WS 


Seer. VI. The Impediments that hinder this 
Duty and Frame of Soul in a Time of Sorrow. 31 


' Seer. VII. Help againſt Immoderate Grief, from 


 Confiderations with reſ pect to God, who taketh - 
a 3 0 


sxer. VIII. Help eraind Immoderate Grief, with 


reſpec to the Perſons departed. 1 


SecT IX. Help againſt Tnordinate Sorrow, with 


ard to ourſelves, GE 55 


Sxer. X. Help againſt ee Grief, with 
reſpect to others, and the World about us. 64 


Szer. XI. XII. Direction, and tbe Cloſe. 70. 81 
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2% | Srer. N. N eee made 40 he Moarners and 
wbich will be made, by. God and Mas. Gals 


E10 ME Allowance will ſurely be made 
s bor our natural Averſion to Troubles, by 
bim who knows pur Frame. a Af- 
A flidtion for the preſent being joyous but 
grins tis well, if after wards, it produces th 
peaceable I'ruits of Righteouſneſs. - The Man mu 
feel; the Chriſtian will ſubmit. - The Grace that 
exalts us to the Dignity.of being the Children of 
God, does not lift us intirely above the Affections 
and Paſſions whichare common to Men: But, what 
is better, it governs them by its Laws, and. uſes 
them to its own Purpoſes z and doth. not eradi: 


cate, but perfect our Nature. Ry 


There is a great Difference ip the Conflitutions 5 


5 of Men. That which melts down one Perſon, 
Ichall badly warm another. . Wr there is 4 
„ ys 
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e is _—_ 


mentation; and yet they were devout Men.“ Hu- 


ing; 

will c 
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Pe”! - The MouRN ER. | Sec. J 
Predoinindnce of the ſofter Palſions, every Bowe! 
Mall move within them; and Aike the fenfictve 
Plant, they ſhrink i in, and are allected with cke 
1malleſt Touch. 
Surprixe, upon the A Inv gion of an Evil; 
the ſudden News of ſuch a Loſs, may be too hard 
for a Man that has a good Command of himſelf. 
+ He muſt recover himſelf; he muſt rally the 
Forces of Reaſon and Religion: : When the 
Shock 2 over, he will better perccive it mig 
have been more decently borne. 
It is no Crime to be /en/ible of the Greatneſs of 
our Loſs, nor to feel the Pain of it. Inſenſible- 
neſs is no Virtue, has no Glory in it, will have 
no Reward. The great Horubam #7: i mourn 
for Sarah, and to weep, Gen. 23. without any Di- 
minution to his great Character.  Zeſus_himlclt 
wept over Lazarus; which he would not have 
done, had there been any thing unſeemly in drop- 
Ping {Tear Over a departed Friend. Deuout Bo 
carried Stephen 40 his Funeral, and made great La- 


man Nature is framed with ſuch Senſes and Paſ- 
| Hons, as, according to God's Intentions, will 
be affected ſuirably 1 to their Objects: And, if 
thi Soul acts rationally, tis 9900 accordingly. 
And if we confider the End for which AMic- 
tions are ſent, viz. for our Amendment, it will 
appear neceffary that they ſhould be felt; for if W* 
we have no Senſe of the Blow, how ſhall we ſub- 
mit to the Hand that gives it? If our Affections 
are ſeated apainſt all painful Impreſſions, God is 
then defeated in the beſt Means of our: Awaktn: 
l 1 . 2 | W * 


oY wi Ki continue ſecure. in his Sin .“ 

the There are two Extremes ever to be. avoided 

under Troubles: The one is ſlighting the Afflic- 
Zvil; tion, as if we ſcorned to feel it, like a mere Ac: 


banale, not to be regarded: The.orher is felt. 


; ſelf Hing under it, as if we had no Help to go to, but 
would fling up all in ſullen Deſpair; inſtead of 


cautioned againſt, Heb 12. My Sen, deſpiſe not 
thou the Chaſtening of the Lord, nor faint when. 
thou art rebuked. If you deſpile the Chaſtenivg,. 
you may. provoke him to ſay, I' make yo 
feel, before I have done with you; gat; 10 


$4 


rieued ; thau haſt conſumed them, but they have: 
refuſed to receive Corremion; they baue made their 


rop- 
tp Faces harder than a Roc; they baue refuſed to re- 
La- urn. And what followed this affected Inſenſi- 


5 draw. u you more Strokes, as they did. Jer. 
Bad hou haſt. ſtricken them,” but they baue not 


Set, 92 — = Movsn 212 >. 
for he that is not ſenſible of his · ERR, 


endeavoring to attain the End God himſelf aims 
at in the Diſpenſation. Both theſe Extremes are 


Hu-] bility, in which they hardned themſelves againſt 


Paſ. God, and his Providence? They, made Matters 
ren times worſe, and ſuffered many Evils inſtead. 


d, if of one. Ver. 6. /berefore the Lion out of ibe 


1gly Foreſ ſhall ſlay them, ſome fierce and cruel Ene-: 


Mic. my. The Wolf of the: Evening ſhall ſpoil thems 
ill ſome greedy and devouring Enemy. | The Leo 


or if N Pard Hall watch over their Cities; every one tag 
Fab. Cech out thence, ſhall be torn, in Pieces; ſome 


tions If Varchful gong Aar rs En cen 
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wd Moevsdvz Rx. Seck. I. 
5 greſtont are Wan, - and their 'Backflidings are in- 


creaſed. 
How: merh battee is it ik me to ſay with the 
Church, I will bear the Indignation of the Lord, be- 


_ cauſe I have fined againſt bim? 1 will bear it as 
wellias I can; and will endeavor to bear it as well 


as 1 ought. My Wound is grievous ; but I ſaid, 


| FrulyVhrv is a Grief, and I muſt hear it, Jer.10.19. 


The particular Circumſtances of Trouble in my 
Caſe; are all under his compaſſionate Eye. TheDe- 
grees of Bitterneſs in my Cup, with every Ingredi- 
ent, were of his own mixing: Tis the Cup which 
my Father gives me to drink. He will allow the 


Degrees of Sorrow to be in proportion to the 


Degrees of Affliction. That Degree of Sorrow 


map be a Sin in one Affliction, which is but de- 


cent in another. The Rloſſom ſoon withers, and 
the Flower fades; the fair Bloſſom, the beautiful 
Flower: But all Flesh is Graſs. One Chanel of 


| my Pleaſure is dried up, it is but one Chanel; 


or if more, the Fountain is ſtill open, and cat 


never run dry. I may mourn the Loſs of what 


Was fo neceſſary to me, with a Degree of Sorrow 
beyond what is due only to a Convenience of Life. 


| The Loſs of one upon whom our All depends, 
not only the Comfort and Delights, but the 


very Support and Livelyhood of a Family; how 


} deep mult that Wound be? And who can for- 


bid it to bleed, where Extremities to be ſuffered, 
come in the room of Endearment and Delight 
enjoyed?” Job loſt his Children, his Eſtate, bis 
Health, his Peace; heavy as the Sand of tht 


Sea was his Grief! But here comes a _ 
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and ſays; Thave loſt all this in one Pam: Ia 


at Eaſe, but thou: haſt broken me to Pieces, A 


Widow and Fatherleſs Children; a poor 


Friends, perſecuted by Enemies; how many De- 
grees of Anguiſh are here, beyond the Sorrow 
only of being a Widow ? How allowable for ſuch 
a one to fay, (and ſuch a one there has been) 


r Widow | 
and Fatherleſs ; ſick, as well as poor; deſerted by 


Even to day is my Complaint bitter; my. Stroke * 


heavier than my Croaning 
Grief muſt have a Vent: 8 may expreſs 


itſelf. I may figb; and weep, and tell my mourn- 


ful Story to God and Man: In all this, Job fiuned - 


not. As for me, is my Complaint to Men? And if 
were fa, why ſhould not my Spirit be troubled r? 
It's in vain. to complain to Men 
Complaint to God: He will allow me to com- 
plain to him, though I muſt not complain f him. 


Wl cried unto thee with my Voice, and made Supplica- 


ton. I poured out my Complaint before lum I 
be ene bim my Trouble g. There is a P alm 
poſe for the Afflicted, with this Titie: 1 
2 for the Aflicted, when be is overwbelmed,. 
and poureth out his Complaint before the Lord $. 


ich it, he may complain; he may complain even 
before the Lord: Nay, 
plaint. Another while he fays, I am 
cannot ſpeak. Anguiſh in Extremity will fome- 
but OS pines, +, My Sorrous are greats be- 

it i B64: , © (> ele 
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I'll tura my 


When a Man is ſo afflicted as to be overwhelmed 


he may pour out his Com— 
fo-troubled 


bern 2. e t rat . Ha 


imes ſtrike dumb, and at another Time pour 
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e be een. : Se: £ 


| awake my Le is ſo. Thou knoweſt, O Lord n 
more than myſelf, bow bitter in many Reſpect 
this is likely to prove. What a Gap is made i] Þ 


the Comfort of my Life? What Troubles are lik 
to come in at this Breach, like a Flood? Whifh 2 
tber ſhould L carry my Sorrows and Cares, but ii t. 
thee who careſt for me? My Friends are quick * 
weary of my Complaints: It is burdenſom t 


them, though it relieves me. T hou art the Fs 

ther of Compaſſion: All weeping Eyes lift u 1 
themſelves to thee, and every fighing oy: te 
from the Ends of the Earth. Hear my Prayer, © it 
Tord; and lel my Cry: come unto hee. ' Hide nt e 
thy Face; incline thine Ear. u Heart i © 
ſfemitten, and withered like Graſs, fo that I fore h 
lo eat ny Bread; or ] mingle it with Afbes, til F#+ 
'_ , Bread of Afﬀtition, and the Water: of - Affliftion # 
My Courage fails, my Spirits are waſted\by t 
_ Greatneſs. of my Sorrow; by reaſon of the Voi] 4 
F my. Groaning, my Bones. cleave to my Skin. £ 
am like a Pelican in the Wilderneſs, a lonely, lol +4 
litary Creature. 7 en and am like a Sparro fi 
upon the Houſe Top : 1 decline Society by Daſh p 
and am: deprived a Sleep by Night. I ba 71 
eat Aſbes like Bread, and mingled my Drink wi 1 
* Weeping, berauſe of thine Indignation, O Lora] # 
fir ibou baſt lifted me up, and caſt me downy 68 
Ver. 1—12. Heal the Wound which thou h. 2 

made. Surely there is Balm in Gilead, and g 
P hyſician there? Aſſwage my Grief, by thy Co n 
_ -folations, which are not ſmall. Relieve my Lon V 
- lineſs, by a great dealiof thy ſenſible Preſendj © 
e me ſo much more of thy ne gt tl 
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Sect. 1. 


tied in Affliction. 


eſtranged from me. 


dwelt. in mine Houſe. . 


js with me. My Light is gone out in Darkneſs: 


Let the Sun of Rightouſneſs ariſe upon me, wich 

Healing under his Wings. Retrieve the Damage 
and Loſs, as far as may be, by the Methods of 
thy Providence. 
008. 5 1275! 


4 an opprefie : Undertake for 


L may OY my Sa to Mem too, if I can 


3 any Who will beſtow the Charity of hearing 


my Story. It will eaſe the Mind; it will draw 


forth ſomething g of Relief from our T houghts; 
it will direct and engage their Prayers; it will 
extort ſome Pity: And it is ſomething to be pi- 
Job miſſed of this, when © | 
had reafon to expect it. He bath put my Brethren 


far from me; and mine Acquaintance are verily 
My Kinsfolk have failed, and 
my familiar Friends have forgotten me: They that 


gave me no Anſwer : 1 intreated bim with my. Mouth. 


A Breath is ſtrange to my Wife: She turned away 


from me. And all. refuſe the kind Office to. a 


poor aMied Man, when he moſt needs it. All 
my inward Friends ab borred me; and they whom I 
loved are turned againſt me. 


Have pity upon me, 
have pity upon me, O my Friends; for the Hand of 


Sad bath touched me. To the Afflicted, Pity Aa 5 


be ſhewn. 
The moſt earneſt Prayer to God for the Re- 


moval of an Affliction, or Support under it, is 
very conſiſtent with intire Submiſſion to the Will 
of God; and is allowed to the Mourner. 


1 thing could — more 3 in a mere Man 


No- 
than 


Fhe MouR&N E 1 * 
may find I am not alone, becauſe the Tutber 


I called my Servant, and be 


| 
| 


" Fw l 
than that of Dauid: I was dumb, and opened not 
my. Mouth; becauſe Aber didſt it. Dumb, to all 
murmuring Language, but not to Prayer: For 
the very next Words are, Remove thy Stroke far 
away from me: I am conſumed by the Blot of thine 


Lord Jeſus Cbriſt was the perfect Pattern of Pa- 
tience; and yet none ever prayed more earneſtly 


being in an Agony, be prayed more earneſtly, Luke 
22. 42. With ſtrong Cries and Tears, when in the 


and Blood. He prayed earnefty; with ſtrong Cries 


Times, as St. Paul beſought the Lord thrice ; ani 
-with great Humility, proſtrateupon theGround. 


mility, was all. conſiſtent with that Submiſſion 
Nevertheleſs, nat as Iwill, but as thou 5 
hold the Deſires of Nature, andi the Reſignation 
of Grace! Nature ſays, Let this Cup paſs: Grace 
ſays, Let thy Will be done. It is no Rebellion 
againſt the Will of God to deſire that an Evil 


may be removed; but when we do inſiſt upon it 


or no: That is, when we and ſtorm, if we 

have not our Will; or take ſinful Courſes to od 

| tain 8 

I am allowed the diligent Uſe of all proper 

| 8 all lawful and appointed Means of re- 
moving Affliction. If I cannot prevent it, Ill 

0 remove it ; if I cannot remove FR 1 r z if 


UROL RS. . pal. XXXiX, 95 10. 


Seit I. 


Hand. But a greater than David is here. The 
than he, that the Cup migbt paſs from bim; and, 


| Days of his Hleſb, he * the Language of Fleſn 
and Groans. Impurtunately; for he prayed three 


And yet this Earneſtneſs, Importunity, and Hu- 


to be removed, in a manner whether God will 
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cannot bear it, my next Concern is, that fink- / 
ing under it may be rather my Calamity, than my 
Crime; and only prove the Oecaſion of a freſh Act 


of Reſignation to the Method he 1 N 5 
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of ee me E all Evil." 
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EN exceſſive and irmmoderate ? 1 
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H EN the Lob e Mercy alt 
deſtroy the Senſe and Reliſh of thoſe thar 
remain, | is not that exceſſive? © Let him take all 
« (ſays Paſſion) ſince he has deprived me of this 
But what if God ſhould take us at our Word? 
Haw much more miſerable ſhould we be, than tis 
ible for any one Loſs to make us? Are all the 


ercies that remain worth nothing,” becauſe this ; 


a 


one is taken away? 

The Comfort of other Neude the tine 
modations of Life, the Health of Body, the Ci-* 
pacities of Mind; a Share in the Pleaſure of An- 
rare in Contemplation of delightful Truths, and 

enſe of the Divine Favour; the Means of Grace, 


an Intereſt in Chrift, the Pardon. f Sin, and the 


Hope of Glory. Mult all thefe Things be as no- 
thing, beeadſe the Child is dead, or the Haſband, 


or the Wiſe is gone before? Is not this enough to 
Provoke God to go. on, and make a full End of 


all? And to lay in his Wrath. Since theſe Things 


is are not worth oiig, they are not worth conti- 


8 Wing L will _ them away, Go, Den, and 


" "n 


lt I. , Mevs ü aK. . 
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| 

| 

| 

| 
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Kill the Huſband that is left, orcut off that Wife, his 
or Child, or Friend. Go, Sickneſs, and ſmite gre 
the Body with,Diſcaſe, and languiſhing Weak- ? 
„ neſs: Take away the Health, that is left, ſince fies 
« it is eſteemed as nothing nom, Go, Reproach con 


% and Calumny, and blaſt the Reputation. Wer 

0 Loſſes and Croſſes, take a full Com miſſion to you 
make what Ravages you pleaſe, in an Eſtace tot 
that cannot now be injoyed.”? Per 


© Mourner + Ah, but the Flower 0 al my Com- thir 
ring is gone the Glory is departed l I anſwer : vou 
Thy Glory is, to do the Will of, God, and-bear. fe] 
the Burden he lays upon thee, This ſceyres he 
eternal Glory, Be rhankful vou are out of Hell. ſay. 
All is Mercy on this Side Hell. And if he has he. 
added to r patios other Mercies, that are par- ano! 
ed to thee, though often forfeited, as well as that kno 
which. is 2 let the Enjoy ment of that Re- ya 
mainder be an Allay of Grief, and a cocos tog 
ble Motive to Thankfulneſs. BB thih 
When we are ſo taken HR with our own. Sor- littl 
een, as to regard. Nobody's elſe, we exceed. a C 
When all our Concern for the Sorrows and Joys n. 
of others, and eſpecially of the Church of God, Iſl the 
are intirely ſwallowed up in our private Griefs; live 
this is to be too much ſhut up within our own- 1 7 
; ſelves, and confined within the little Circle of our SIG 
own Affairs. 8 If a Piece of. good Public News But 
will not make a Mourner ſmile ; if a wy Bac 
Deliverance will not make him forget to weep all C 
at leaft for ſome Time; tis a Sign of none of t 4 ſer, 
4 n e Public may uſtly | leave him to I dex 
t. 741 3 Or * 1 75 ef $713 + 3:3 1 1 | 1 his bee: 
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to be overwhelmed. - 
Perſon, and you won't pray. 
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his own Bitterneſs. El's Family- Afflictions were 
great; but the public Loſs broke his Heart. 


When our Sorrows utterly unfit us for the Du- 


ties of Religion, and the Services of Life, for any 


conſiderable Time, then they are exceſſive. You 


wete overſet at firſt. The Storm came down upon 
you unprepared; but don't make it your Choice 
God hath taken away that 


Why, is there no- 
thing now worth aſking for? Will God ſupply 

ou Wich Breath for nothing but Sighs and Groans? 
if f this'Blow will not bring you upon your Knees, 


he can ſtrike another. It is deſperate Language to 
ſay, Let him ſtrike; there's nothing no wherein 


he can hurt me. God expects to hear from you 
another Way: ¶ am be aſfticted, let him pray. God 
knows how it eaſes the Mind, and brings in Help. 

Youcannot meditate. Lou can ſit alone for Hours 
together, thinking upon a dead Creature. Me- 


thinks the living * Saint in Heaven ſhould have a 


little of our Heart: It ſhould not always dwell in 
a Coffin, and in a Grave. 
living God is the more ſeaſonable Object to turn 


the Mind to. The dear one is dead, But the Lord 


liverh, and bleſſed be my Rock, Pal. 18 46. 


Mourner: I can think of nothing elſGGGQ. 
Auſtoer: There lies the Exceſs of your Grief, - 
But is that the Way to Comfort, to turn our 


Back upon the Father of Mercies, and the God of 


all Conſolation ? You won't meet him in the Clo- 7 
ſet, or in the Sanctuary, becauſe ſuch n one is 


dead: That is, you will not have to do with God. 
becauſe as 20 LT wherein you molt 


Methinks the ever- 


a 
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12 Se C Sect. II. 
need his Alſiſtance God requires nothing of you 
impoſſible, or indecent; only let it be ſeen, that 
the dead Creature was not your . but He that 
Ne for ever and ever. 

When our Sorrows make us heedleſs of the 
ia of God in our Affliction, and of the Leſ- 
ſons we ſhould learn from his Providence, then 

are they immoderate. My Soul is weary of my Life, 
ſays Job, Chap. 10, 1. and yet in his Anguiſh, 
he is for inquiring into the Cauſe and Deſign of 
his Troubles. Yer. 2. I will ſay unto God, Do not 
condemm me: Sbete me wherefare thou: contend eſt 
_ . *©vith me. To be condemn'd/of God, was what 
he feared more than any Affliction; for that in- 
deed would be a much more dreadful Thing. W 
The Way to avoid that Condemnation, is to 
find out what God contends with us for; to re- Mind 
move it by Repentance, and then it will be par- Iſo the 
| 0 by Ris Grace. tear : 
WMhen we refuſe to be comforted, ir 1 that be E 
our Grief is ſwelling beyond its Boundary, and kept 
ready to overflow all. As Jacob, when he thought of Ha 
bis Joſeph was dead: Jacob rent his Clothes, and &S 
wvefuſed to be comforted, Gen. 37. And ſo did an- 
other Mourner we read of, Fer. 31. Lamentation 
and bitter Weeping ;, Rachel 4058 for ber Chil- 
Aren, refuſed to be comforted for her Cbildren, be- 
cauſe they were not. If Rachel will refuſe Comfort 
from the Word of God, and the Suggeſtion of 
Friends, ſhe muſt go without it; ſne muſt mourn 
on, and weep on. To want Comfort is an Af- 
fiction; but to refuſes it, when offered, is a Sin. 
2 Time _ come wherein eee va; 8 Bad 
Bt, - ro 


a II. ec. „ The Mo v R 1 = 13 
you Wo have it if you could, or if there were any. 
o adminiſter it. The Anguiſh of Spirit may 


de too great to admit'it preſently. David was 
ſo troubled he could not jpeak : And the 1/raelites 


the In Egypt were in ſuch Anguiſh, they could not 
Leſ- car the comfortable Overtures of Moſes. Moſes 
then pate unto the Children of Iſrael, but they heark- 
Life, Ened not unto him for Anguiſh of Spirit, and for 
wy, ruel Bondage; Exod. 6. g. But to refuſe Com- 
n o 


fort on purpoſe that Grief may ſwell to the 


u greater Hight; to feed your Paſſion with freſh 

ndeſt Fuel, and ſtir] it up with aggravating Thoughts; 

what this is not the W a/ to have our Sorrows ealy, 
or innocent... 


When Nature, Grace, ae Time, ſhall bave 
done their Part, toward the Settlement of their 
Minds, and they have got over it pretty well, 
ſo that the Wound ſeems to be cloſed; they ſhall. 
tear it open again, and make it bleed fret, by 
he Help of certain Mementos, that ſeem to be 
Irept on Purpoſe for that crucÞ Service; a Lock 
of Hair, a Picture, a Relick of Wearing Appa- 
rel; or Tach like Memorandum. 

Mourner : Muſt we then forget our Relations, 
as ſoon as they are, gone? Do you think I ſhall 
ever forget that dear Creature? 

Anw. But cannot we remember them with- 
nfort out forgetting God, and ourſelves, and ſcanda- 
on of lizing our Religion? If we loved them ſo well, 
gurn ſſis there any Danger of forgetting them tos ſoon, 
Ak-, that we Thould heed: Art and Monitors? Re- 
Sin, member what was good, to imita'e it; what 
glad Was lovely, to be 1 pets for it. But as for 
The theſe 
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. if a a Man were ſhot through, Sometimes, more 


i 8 | : Ts, 2 cheir F daekone they We lay 


= The. MounazR, Seck. n 
theſe Provocatives of Sorrow, if I. cannot view 
them with Patience and Moderation, I am not 
to be truſted with them. Rachel would have 
had her Son's Name Bennoni, a Son of Sorrow: 
Jacob knew that would have been a perpetual 
| reminding bim of the ſorrowful Occaſion of his 
Name, the Loſs of his beloved Rachel. He 
calls him Bezj amin, à Son of the Right Hand. 
In ſuch a World As this, the Sorrow we cannot 
#Ypid is enough, if it be well improved. 
When Sorrow is ſaffered to prey upon Health, 
in its Degree, or in its Continuance, it is as cri- 
minal as miſchievous. A Man may pine away; 
his Health and Life, as well as drink themſecain 
away 3. or deſtroy them by any other Extrava-Waifed 
- gance. It wears away the Strength, and waſtes Nod; 
the vital Spirit. Jacob ſaid, that Sorrow would Wor La 
Bring down his grey Hairs 10 the Grave. Wera, 
know, by too many Inſtances, that Sorrro wi 
and Trouble will not only bring grey Hairs to 
the Grave, but green ones too. Heavineſs of 
$ irit dries the Bones It waſtes and con- 
umes: So, as to prove the Truth of that 
Text, in the Letter of it, 2 Cor. 7. 10. .the 
Sorrow of. this World 8 Death. 
Sometimes it kills outright, as edu as 


Loh gradually indeed; but it then does its Buſineſs 
2s ſurely as a Bow Poiſon; for the Food ſeldom 
nouriſhes that is mingled with Tears, When 

the Air doth not refreſh, not the Faculties off 
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the Heart is broke. And this is the Language 
of Antiquity, as well as among us: Witness 


Heart the Spirit is broken, In he Bills 
Aortaliny we ſometimes find. this Article, 
Died of Grief. That Article would be much 
arger, and oftner inſerted, if all who died of 
tief were to be diſtinguiſhed ; but they are 
put down under the Word Conſumption, or 
any other Diſeaſe, which Grief brought upon 
n W 

away When our Spirits are ſoured, and di ſguſted 
themWcainſ(t aa Thing; when our Paſſions are 
Men, and we murmur. againſt 


00 again 
/aſtes When we give way to hard Thoughts 
ouldMor Laing of God, becauſe the Lord bath 


dealt bitterly with us; Ruth 1. 20; then our 
Sorrows have greatly | exceded their Bounds. 
A Heart without Grace will bound, and 
ſwell, and riſe, as if it would fly in the Face 
con-Wof God, upon the Loſs of ſome belaved and 
dear Delight ; ; and a Heart with Grace, can 
hardly avoid ſomething like it. An. afflicted 
Perſon'is ſo apt to ſpeak unadviſedly with his 
Lips, that Satan took it for granted, that even 
uch a good Man as J might be rovoked 
40 ſo extravagant a Thing, as to curſe God to 
is Face; or at leaft he knew, that he ſhould 
Vhenſfake the moſt "likely Way to e him 
to it. 
I was David, the 2 that . in bis 


— 


oak wed, 1 


5 COTS, Philoſopher, Prov. 1 15. 13. by Sor- 
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Twas Jeremiab the Mourner who uttered 
thoſe deſponding Words, my Strength and Hope 
are periſbed from the Lord. I remember mine Af- 
fiction and my Miſery, the Warmwoed and the 
Gall. "Twas Jonab, in his Affliction, made 
that fretful Repartee, when the Lord ſaid, 
" Deſt thou well to be angry ? And Jonah ſaid, l 

do well to be angry, even to Death :_ If I fret 
myſelf to Death, is there not a Cauſe ? Or, | 
will indulge my Grief and Vexation, though 
it coſt my Life. Surely this is the Language 
of Paſſion : Surely this 1 is to 80 oryong, the al- 
lowed Bounds. _ 

We may excede in the Continuance of our 
Ster: It may continue too long, as well as 
. riſe too high. The Time for Mourning hat 
been limited by all wiſe Nations; and the 

- wiſeſt People have made it the ſhorteſt; The 
Egyptians, who knew not God, mourned ſe- 
. venty Days for old 7/raet ; and his own Son Jo- 
feph made a Meurning for bis Father but for ty. 
3 Days, Gen. 50. For Aaron,  Jſrae! 
mourned thirty Days; for Moſes. thirty, and 
for Saul ſeven : But it is one Thing, how 
long the Ceremony of Mourning. may conti- 
tinue, and another Thing, how long the Sor- We 
row may, endure. The Ceremony may ; beſſÞ over] 
over when the 'Grief has no End but with the ann 
Mourner's Life, and he FS: it with, bim to the 8 

3 the Grave.” obo Pour e 
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rer. III.  Subciftion 70 the Wil of Gd, 
and Reſignation to his Providence, with Re | 
alt to our Thoughts. n 


HAI. L. I admit” a Thot ught refleding 
g upon God, and his Conduct! Shall my 
Ignorance impeach God's Knowlege ? I don't 
ſee the Wiſdom, or the Goodneſs of this Pro- 
vidence! No more did Jacob ſee either Wiſe | 
dom or Goodneſs in his Lofs of Joſeph. And 
our beſe Things are againſt me, ſays he; and yet, 
ell aa God meant it for Good; Gen. 50. 20. 

r hatſil All theſe things are ordered by God: My 
theFpreſent Condition is his Appointment, Afﬀlic- 
The ions riſe not out of the Duſt, though they ſome- 
d  ſe-Ftimes haſten us thither ; but out of the Mouth: 
n Jo- f the Lord cometh both Good and Euil; Lam. 
076). 3, 38. The Orig in of all Evil is Sin, and the 
Iſrael Direction of it al is in the Hand of God. 1 
anderm the Light, of Proſperity ; I create Dark- 


howfl»ſs, of Affliction; I make Peace, and I create _ 


onti-M Evil: I, the Lord, do all theſe Things; Ia. 43. 
Sor- We are apt to dwell. upon ſecond Cauſes, and 
y be overlook the Hand of God, who, though he 
the] cannot be the Author of Sin!" he can overrule-. 
m to the Sins of others, ſo as to be a Correction of 3 

Pour own Iniquity. . 

Shime?'s ill Nature and nibiial Enmity to the 55 
I Houſe of David, made him curſe David; but 
rer. v plainly diſcerned there was ſomething more 
> than Sbimei s ill Nature or Attachment td the: 

| * 3 Flouſe 


„ the . Beck. II 
"Houſe of Saul, when he ſaid, The Lord bat 
bid Shimei curſe David. The Jews by Wicke, 
Hand. crucified Chriſt; who yer ſaid, it is th 
Cup which my Father bath given me; ſhall 
wot drink? As in a medicinal Preſcription 
whatever the Ingredients may owe. their Bit 
terneſs to, it is the Skill and Kindneſs of th 
Phyſician that makes it up. 
Since theſe Things are ordered by God, the) 
"muſt needs have an End worthy of God to pre 
pole, and for me to attend to. None of hi 
Arrows are drawn at a Venture. He alway 


aims at fomething, which it is worth my whild 


to aim at too. He for our Profit, Heb. 12. 9 


1 have. had Fathers of our Fleſb, which cor 


refed us, and we gave them Reverence ; (hai 
we not much rather be in Subjefion unto the Fa 
ther of Spirits, and live? For they verily fer 
few Days chaſtened us, after their own Pleaſure 


and Paſſion, but. he for our Profit, that wi 


mig bi be Partakers of bis Holineſs. wy To make 
us humble and holy; to improve the Grace 
of his Spirit in us; to purge out our Corrup 
tions, and to mortify more the Body. of Sin; 
to wean us from this World, that we may 


love it leſs, and leave it with more Eaſe ; wil 


© Prepare us for another World, and diſpoſe 1 
more to 89. er,, 

This is the Voice of the Rod; theſe the 
Ends of Ms who hath appointed it. And 


when theſe Ends are attained, ſomething mor 


conſi derable is We than what you have 
x 5 1 
„ | Mourner: 


Ee Cs ors op co. 
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Mourner: Tis hard for me to think fo, 
| when under the Pangs of Sorrow. It enters 
deep, and wounds me fore, How can I ever 
ſay with David, All tbe Paths of the Lord ave 
Mercy and Truth unto ſuch as keep his Covenant 
and Teſtimony ? What, all the Paths of the 
Lord? The eee the thorny, and the 
difficult; where there ſeems to be nothing but 
Severity? Friends. and dear Relatiens dead; 
Eſtate ſunk z Health impaired ; Strength de- 
caying ; Difficulties increaſing on every Side: 
Oh | He has touched me in a tender Part! þr 


is the Apple of mine Eye that the Thorn is 


gone into. What have the Promiſes produced 
to me? Might he not have taken a Method 


that ſnould have looked more like e and 2 


Truth? " 4 

__ Anſwer: Can Infinite Wiſdom be- — 4 
taken? Can Infinite Goodneſs be cruel ? Can 
Infinite Truth be falſe ? Allow him that #nows 
the End from the Beginning, to know better 
what is good for you, than you do for your. 


felf ; and to know how to come to his End the 


beſt way. Since he does not willinghy grieve 


only, if. need be, that we are in Heavineſs; 
what is it but Mercy and Truth that can make 
bim do a Thing unwillingly, and does it only, 
F need be? Would it be Mercy or Truth to 
humour you, in omitting; what muſt needs be? 
| (Yow'll allow him to judge of the Neceſſity of 
it too, for the ſame Reaſon: And then, you 
will ns Regia | ta N with the royal” 
„ Mourner, | 


vr afflics the. Children of Men; and ſince it is 


=. 
\ 
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Mourner, Pſal. 119. 75. I know, O Lord, that 
thy Fudgments are ripbt; and that in very Faith- 
_ Fidneſs thou haſt 228 me. Den when 
you conſider, in the next Place, that 

He will make this, and all other Trials, 
work together for god. This is the general 
Promiſe, Rom. 8. Me know that: all Things 
work together. for good to: War that love God. 

We know it is ſo in fa#,: but we know not 
no. Indeed that Knowlege is no Buſineſs of 

ours; that Part we leave to God. To believe 


the Truth of it, to take the Comfort of it, 


and to wait the Iſſue of it; that is our Part. 
Look upon every Trouble through the 


Scrip- 
ture: Let God take what Compals he pleaſe, 
it will come to this at laſt, - How contrary-ſo- 
ever to my Liking Things are at preſent, they 


will all at length be juſt as I would have them. 
Ouly let me remember three or four Things. 
1. Let me take care to be a qualified Object 
5 this Promiſe. It is a bem that love God, 
to them that are the Called, or Converted; a- 
cording to his Purpoſe, that this Promiſe is made, 
that all Things ſhall work together for. God. 
2. Let me take care to be right in my No- 
| tion of God. If 1 have no Notion of Gon, 
but what relates to the Body, to the Mouth, 
or the Pocket, to Eating and Drinking, and 


- 


other out ward Enjoyments; I may never think 
this Promiſe fulfiled. But if I think that to 
de good, which is good for the Soul; and that to 
be good, which is good for Eternit) the Pro- | 


iſe i is n as it is rich, graci 


var 


Sed. III. The MouxN ER. "his 
prehenſive. And when the. good Things os — = 
this Life are really good for us, they are cer- 


tainly included in the Promiſe, and . be *. 


pected om it. 
3. Whether outward Enjoyments. are good 
for us, or no, we mult leave him to judge 


who made the Promiſe : And all the Reaſon 


in the World he ſhould, whoſe Goodneſs 


made it; whoſe Wiſdom and Power. muſt 


make it good. They who are the Objects of 
this Promiſe, who love God, will let him judge 
for them in this Caſe. What a Soul mult that 


be, that can ſay, I will have the outward 


Enjoyments of this Life, whether they be 
for me or not; and whether God judge 
them good for me, or not?“ Does this look 


like one who is the Object of that Promiſe? 


One who loves God, and is called according. 10 
bis Purpeſe? 
4. We muſt wait God's Time, and expect 


the Accompliſhment of this Promiſe only iv 
his Way, He that believes, makes not Haſte; 
nor ſays, by Impatience, - by fbould-we wah 
on the Lord any longer? Nor by taking unlaw- 


ful Ways; left. we forfeit our Share in this 


Promiſe, by any ſuch Miſbehaviour. 


To quarel with Providence, is to charge 


God fooliſhly. It is as much as to ſay that : 


God governs che eſtef the World well enough, 
but not in this Particular. He orders all Al- 
fairs well but mine. When others die, and 


other Huſbands mourn the beloved, the ſuita- 


wen and the ie Creature gone; or when 
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bother Widows: weep in ſecret, - and are left 
da lone; then the Leſſon is, All muſt die: And 
Submiſſion was 
beſt Wiſdom, as well as Duty. Bebvld, thou 
| haſt inflruted many 
and thou faintet > ; ir toucheth thee, and thou art 
troubled, Job 4. 


preached up; as Wiſdom, our 
But now it comes upon thee, 


It touches thee to the 


quick : And you find the Leſſons you taught 


0 * ge not fo eaſy to learn yourſelf. 


Ae the Commander of an Army be allowed 
lace his Men according as he knows to be 
— for the Service, whether the common Sol- 


dier knows it or not: He aſſigns their Poſts; 
he draws. them out, and 
They form themſelves in 190 Face 0 
they march to the Moutk of a 
mount 2 Breach, though ever ſo” e 
and all for Bread and Clothes! A Sabmiſſion 
with which we hardly honour the Captain of 
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Sxew. W. Of Submiſſion to 3 


as it regards the Frame of our Spirit, and 
Temper of our e ; A an A, 'T 
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/. Submiſſion, ſince J am come to the follow- 
e i does 
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HOPE IL have Ade fowetting of this 


II. 3 and agreed, that God's Will 
left ought to determine mine, and not mine pretend 
nd to determine the Will of God. The Queſtion 
our is put, whoſe Will ſhall be done? That Peti- 
Bon tion in the Lord's Pra: yer, was made for this 
bee, very Caſe and = ud agg Thy Will be done on 
art | Earth, as it is in Heaven. I ſhould be aſhamed + 
the to ſay otherwiſe ;; but Actions have a Lan- 
ght I guage, as well as Words. I. ſhould have 
been aſhamed to have ſaid, in Words at-length, 
wed Lord, ny Mill ſhall determine thine, and governs 
be thine. - "yY will have no Will ſuperior to-my.own : | 
zol? But my Actions have ſaid as much; When by 
ts; my Murmurs, rebellious Thoughts, ſinful 
nd; Courles and deſperate ;LUneaſfineſs, I have be- 
er; ¶ haved ſo contrary to the Duty of a Subject, and 
ot If the Relation of a Child. wn forgive what 
fol, is paſt! And now, Behold, here I ani! Let 
non the Lard do to me avhat- ſeemet h good unto. bim; 
"of 2 Sam. 10. Father Nos d walls 0 as. yaa | 
* wilt z, Luke 22. | 
M17 Again: Reſolved and. aged, that it is 
ee! Part of my Buſineſs in this World to endure what 
— l cannot innocently avoid. What can be avoid- 
ed, we may; and ought to avoid; ſince nc 
704 522 for the preſent is | joyous, but grievous: 
and But what cannot be avoided, by Jawfdll Means, 
I has the Mark of being the Will of God that 1 
ſhould endure. And, 10 Man ſhould bt move 
Y theſe Mültions; for you yourſelves know that 
we are appointed thereunto, 1 Theſſ. 3. How 
oes do I Enqm what I. am appointed to, but by 
8 e ee, it * Sin, n is 
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a worſe Evil than 8 uffering, and comes in the 
room of a great e; Kune a ſubmiſ⸗ 

five ee, tf nd AUST or ot ee 1 
Farther: Reſolved lan agreed, 08 1 will 
iether deſpiſe" the Chaſtening” 'of the Lord, 

"ner" faint when I am rebuked; Heb. 12. To 
prevent Which, I fly, to the Affiſtance of 'his 

|  - Grace.” I conſider, that it is one Evidence of 

” true Grace to be willing to bear the Will of 

| God, as well as to d it. I call to mind the 

Promiſes in this Behalf, made and provided. 
I lool to the Recom penſe of Reward; and I 
eure; as ſceing ein! that is inviſible. / T look 
to that. particular Bleſſing promiſed” to him 
that endures in a right Manner. - Bleſſed is the 
Man ' who enduretb Temptation; for when be 
is tried, be fhall receive the Crown of Rig bteouſ- 
_ meſs,” James t. For which Cauſe we fe not 
For thousb bur outward Man Per ip, our inward 
Man is renewed Day by Day; 2 Cor. . 
M ,oreover: Reſolved . agr [hay 1 
bumble my ſelf under the mighty ys; of God. 
I am vile; what ſhall I anſwer fog ? T will lay 
my Hand upon my Mouth. Once have I ſpoke, 
vut I will not anſwer : Yea,” twice, but I will 
pPeorede no farther; Job 40. q. d. have not 
a Word more 10 fay 3 neither againſt thee, 
Fam fot myſelf. I have ſaid tod much al- 
„ready, and. too unadviſedy with” "my Lips, 
„ in defending g myſelf, and "arraigning thy 
„ Providence : I will procede 50 farther” P 
_ *% ſuch Challenges“ Forgive What is port 
elan aſſiſt we for Time zo coe We 1 
Ci ' Go 
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God delights to humble thoſe who won' t 


umble themſelves, and to exalt thoſe that do. 
umble yourſelves, therefore, under the mighty 


Peg To. 5; 
Mourner : My 8 are was but 40 is 
y Guilt, Things are very bad with me, but 


hey might have been worſe: And they will 


be better, if I can behave ſo well under this 
rouble as to gain his Pity and his Favour. 
e has taken away, but he firſt gave. 
God takes great Notice of ſuch a Frame of 
Spirit, and has a thouſand Ways to reward it. 
Becauſe thine Heart was tender, and thou didſt 
bumble thyſelf, the Evil ſhall not be in thy Day, 

2 Kings 22. 19. Heaven will make Amends 
or all Sorrows and Sufferings. ' Submiſſion is 
he Way. to Heaven ; and theſe Conſiderations 
ire the 1 to Submiſſion. FEM 
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SECT. RA oy Submiſſion, as it fa pelle our 
13 Behaviour and n, 


\R IE F is ſometimes outrageous, and 
ſometimes ſullen. It will often ſay any 
Thing that comes next, without Grace or De- 
ceney ; as well as ſometimes ſay nothing at all. 
Job ſat ſeven Days and ſeven Nights ſilent, 
and none ſpake a Word to bim; for they ſaw that 
bis Grief was great: F when he did * 


Yes 
_- 


and of God ; and be Hall exall 1 in due Time, ; 


"0. 
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re: And let their Widows truſt in me, Jer - 


9 Thou art the Helper of the Fathberleſs; a Father 
the Fatherlefs, and a: Judge of the Widow 
n his boly Habitdtion. Let the Childleſs re- 

ember: what God ſays, Jai. 56. That if ſuch 


/ my Covenant, even unto them will I give with- 
Ve i; my Houſe, and within my Walls, a Place, and 
Name, better than of Sons and. Daughters: 1 
will give them an everlaſting Name, that ball 
ot be cut off. Let the Friendleſs and Help- 
ess remember, that God has promiſed to de- 
ver the Needy-when be crietb; the: Poor alſe, 
and bim that hath no Helper, Pſal. 72. 12. 
hen Lover and Friend, when Father and 
other forſake me, then the Lord will take me 
| p, Pſal. 26. 10. Lord remember theſe Words, 
S aoberein thou Baſt cauſed me 10 bape. Promiſes 


ou aus.to- truſt. in: And he that by Faith humbly 
HeartWdepends: upon them, takes the: beſt: Way to 
HearlSſhave theſe, or ſome others, fulfilled to his ſeaſon- 

e WH ble Comfort and Relief. Be careful for notbing; 

he hat in every Thing, by Prayer and Supplication, 
(s, ai wwith 7. bankiviving, let your Requeſts -be made. 
Help roten unto God, Phil. 4. 6. Doth not Prayer and 
he laSupplication ſignify a Carefulneſs for ſome- 
ra pitching? namely that which I pray, and ſuppli- 
dan bengcate for? Doubtleſs, a Care of the right Sort, 


Wa Care of the Means, which is our Part; ſuch 
Was Prayer, Supplication, and Diligence ; and 
rr diſcharges us from the burdenſome Care 

„HK Goes 


. 11. The Poor compitteth bis Cauſe to thee: : 


do chuſe the Things that pleaſe me, and take hold 


ere made on Purpoſe for God to fulfil, and for 


* 
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: of the End, which is God's Part. It eaſes us 


from all diſtracting Care about the 7/ue. 1 
_ relieves our Anxiety for God's Part, and our 
own alſo; which is too much for any Man 


alive, to have two ſuch Cares upon him at] 


onee, the Care of the Means, with their dili- 
gent Uſe, and the Care of the End alfo : That 
. 18, to have God's Care upon us, and our own 
too. One of theſe Cares muſt be left to God. 
Io caft Upon ( God the Care of the Means, and 
to ſay, I won't pray, I won't uſe my Endea- 


„ vours, is Careleſneſs, and Preſumption; nei- 


ther of which are Chriſtian Graces. To take 
upon us the Care of the I ue and the Event, 
is diſtracting Anxiety, and is the Carefulnels 


| dere forbidden, as invading God's Province. 


Duty is mine, ſo far as bat, I am to care 
about the End. Event. is God's; z and. that 
not being in my Power, is no Object of my 
Care tho it be of Concern and Expectation. 
It ſeems equally criminal and fooliſh to ne- 
slect our own Power, or to invade God's. 
Mourner: What if there be no Means | ? 
Ifee no Way! _ 
Anſwer: Then we muſt and Hill, and fee 

the Salvation of God. 

. Mourner : What if there be no Salvation! * 

Axſmwer. Why then, I ſay, tho be flay me, 
Her will I truſt in bim; Job 13. 15. 1 am not 
beiter than my Fathers © Let 4 die. When 
tis come to that, we muſt do as they did, in 
Ad, 21. 14. And when be would not be per- 
JO we * Joying, The Will id the Lora 
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be done. Good Men have periſhed indeed 
from the Earth; but it is only from the Earth. 
They die from hence into Immortality, They 
are gone, but not loſt; Some Salvation will 
always be ready to crown their Faith and 
Patience, and expoſe” the angry Impropriety 
of your Queſtion, hat if there be no Salva- 
tion! 5 Good Men may be afflicted, but cannet 
be miſerable. If Dives ſhuts his Door againſt 
Lazarus, Abraham's Boſom is open. Say unto 
the Righteous, it ſhall be well with them, in chi, 
or the other World, or in both. 

Let us ſute ourſelves to our Condition. Let 
eur Minds agree with our Station; our Ap- 
petites and Deſires to our Circumſtances. This 
is another Part of our Submiſſion as to aur 
Behaviour. The Blow that we feel, ſnould 
kill Curioſity, Vanity, Luſt and Pride. If 
my we will never poſſeſs our Souls in Patience 
tion. but when they are humoured, they will ſooner 
ne- be undone than ſatisfied. He who inlarges his 
. . | Deſires makes the Duty of Submiſſion ſo much 
ans? the more difficult; for he has ſo many more 

„JCravings to provide for, and to be diſappoint- 
ee ¶ ed in. | 

Nor mould we aim 1 at the Decency of 
Ia mere patient Behaviour, but ſhould endea- 
1e, vour at ſome Degree of Chearfulneſs, for the 
% Honour of God, and the Ornament of. Reli- . 
Then gion. Let me ſhow what my Religion can 
„ in do in ſuch a Caſe, and of what Uſe its Princi- 
Per, ples are, towards the 828 as well as r 
Lord Pr of a ſorroufu Mind.. | 


— 
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1 read of ſome that could rejoice in TribulaM an! 
8 tion ; why ſhould not 1? If I am not yet able, I T7 
= _. will try to learn that Leſſon, hard as it appears Sal 
to me at preſent. It is no Mark of the di thi 
vine Favour to eſcape. all Troubles. Behold Pl. 
Ißbeſe are the Ungodly, who proſper in the World, th: 
end increaſe in Riches: They are not in Troubli Ne 
4 other Men, Pſal. 53. But J am ſure of this, . Þri 
_ + that to bear the Hand of God, and reſign} of 
4 to it, becauſe it is #he Lord, this is a Mark off 2 © 
bis Favour and Love. This Grace beſtowed wi 
zs a greater Gift than any. Thing he has taken ple 
away; a greater Gain than any Thing I have loſti t0 
3 ii de ee Comforts, or diſappointed ß 
ä ommon Mercies are no Proofs of] — 
Wedel Favour; but the Grace that teaches us 
to joy in Tribulation, and to ſay, Not my Wilki Sz 
But thine be done, comes to us with that Addreſs, ] 
Hail thou that art highly favoured of the Lord. 
And with that Privilege the Apoſtle ſpeaks of, il 
2 Cor. 6. 10: as ſorrowful, yet always rejoicing ;il = * 
ſorrowful in Appearance, but always rejoicing} = 
in Reality; becauſe in fuch a Caſe there will the 
always be to ſuch a one, more Cauſe of Joy than ha 
Sorrow. 7. berefore I take Pleaſure in Infirmity, | an 
in Reproaches, in Neceſſity, Perſecution, and Ge 
. Diſtreſs, for the Sake of Chrift. Moſt glad the 
therefore will I rather glory in my Infirmity, that | an 
ne Power of Chriſt may reſt. upon me, 2 Cor fut 
12. Tho the Figiree ſhould not bloſſom, neither you 
ſhall Fruit be in the Vines; the Labour of To 
the Olive ſhall fail, and the Field, ſhall yield 1 ag 
Ty" z the Flock Mall be cut. od from 2 88. Fa 
—_— 7: 0 / 
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I rejoice in the Lord, I will joy 


and Parting. 


Sect. VI. De Moxuz u. 31 
and there  ſoall be no Herd in the Stall ; yet will 

in the God of my 
Salvation, Hab. 3. Whence had theſe Men I 
this Secret? Cannot I have it at the ſame 


Place? I come to the Throne of Grace, for 
this Grace and Mercy 


to help in this Time of 
Need; that T may lay all at his Feet, and 


bring every high Thought to the Obedience 
of Faith, and every tumultuous Thought into 


a calm Submiſſion to the Will of God; and 
with Chearfulneſs proclaim to all, that I am 
pleaſed with my Governor, however irkſome 


nn 4 _—_— 


wh 


Szer. VI. The Impediments that hinder this 
fo reaſonable a Duly, and ſo lovely a Frame EY 
Soul, in a Time of Sorrow. 


| 4 N evil. Heart of Unbelief, in whatever De- 


gree it be, does in the ſame Degree leſſen 


the ener that inviſible Things ought to 


have upon me. If I indeed believe that Life 
and Immortality are brought to Light by the 
Goſpel, I ſhall not behave as one who thinks 
there is nothing in the Caſe but Death, 
The Eye that is kept on the 
future World will not always. weep. - Let not 
your Hearts be troubled: Ye believe in God, 


John 14. Is Believing, then, an Antidote | 


againſt Trouble of Heart? Where there is no 
Faith, there is 11 Submiſſion ; where there 


—— 
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is a weak Faich, there is but a weak Submiſ- 
ſion. | We may expect that he will ſay to us, 
Be it unto you according to your Faith. We are 
not likely to endure well, without ſeeing bim 
that is invifible. And then, our. Submiſſion 

will be in Propottion- to what we diſcern in 
SGod by Faith, and what we expect from him 
by Hope, 7 ye will not beleve, ye ſhall not 
Be eſtabli bed; neither in Grace, nor in Com- 
fort : But: Io him that believetb, all Things are 


Poſſible, as it ingages his Help, to whom all 
Things are-eaſy. As all the Pulſes in the moſt 
diſtant. Veins of the Body depend upon that 


of the Heart, ſo it is with the Movements 


of the Soul: 4s. a Man's Heart is, /o. is be.; 


: whether it be a Heart of FRI, and; Patience, 
or an evil Heart of Unbelief. 5 

Unbelief ſays, God's Hand is ſhartned that 
he cannot ſave, or his Goodneſs leſſened that 
he will not; and this indiſpoſes us to put our- 
ſelves under his Protection. Unbelief ſays, 
that his Bowels are cloſed up; and why then 


ſhould we caſt ourſelves upon his Mercy? 


How can a Man part with beloved Relations, 
who does not believe that he ſhall either meer 
them again, or not miſs them? Why art thou 


caſt down, O my Soul, and why art thou diſ- 


quieted within me ? ſays David, why ? What- 
ever was the Cauſe, the Remedy was Faith 
and Hope. Hape thou in God, = 1 ſpall yet. 

praiſe h m. They who have not Faith to be- 
heve that all Things ſhall work together for 
Good, mult needs be a inilerable * to the 


Gricf 


\ 


is a great Hindrance to Submiſſion. 


. 


Sect. VI. 


Grief of Diſappointments. They who cannot 


hope in God when their Soul is caſt down and 
difquieted, cannot enter into this Reſt, becauſe 
of Unbelief. Exceſſive Mourning i is mourning . 


as thoſe without Hope. 
Selfawill, or an Eagerneſs for our own Will, 
A Man 
who is impatient of croſs Words or Contra- 
diction, as if born to have always his own 
Will, always humoured and pleaſed, is greatly 
unprepared for Trials, and likely to fret againſt 
God. Pharaoh is not the only 


than my own; nor. will I. receive Law from 


any other, God or Man.” 


every one that diſputes - the Supremacy with 


God, in contending whoſe Will ſhall „ ie”. 


Troubles upon them, and feel them deeper: 


Generally this T emper is its own Puniſhment, - 


to a great Degree. A Root of Bitterneſs, 


from which a thouſand Vexations ſpring up, 
that would have had no Exiftence, . or would 


The Mounnsw 33 


Man ' whoſe 
Language has been, Who is the Lord, that 1 
ſhould obey bim? I own no Throne higher 


The ſame ſays 
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No People have their Will lefs chan thöle 
who are for having it always: They draw more 


have been far leſs afflictive to thoſe who make 5 


a Sacrifice of their Will to the Will of God. 


Take away Selfwill, and there would be no» - 
Sin, no Hell, no Kingdom of Satan. Take 


away Selfwill, and you take away a thouſand 


| Jorrows which. it r creates to itſelf, and 


e which 85 
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which are. eſcaped by the yielding Will of 
 Refignation®. 

We promiſe. ourſelves. too much from his 
World, and from all ſuch Relations. and Con- 
ditions in it: And the higher we riſe in our 
Expectations and Opinions of Things, the 
lower we fall in the Vexations of Diſappoint- 


ment. Men launch into the World in as un- 


accountable a Manner as we ſhould think of 
thoſe Seamen, who, becauſe it is fair Weather 
When they ſet ſail, make no Proviſion for a 
Storm. What Fe muſt they be in 
when the Storm comes down? We muſt not 
promiſe ourſelves an Exemption from thoſe 
Troubles that are common to all Mankind. 
We muſt not flatter ourſelves to attain what 


We have in Proſpect, or hold long what we 


have i in Poſſeſſion. 

Great Affections make way for great Afflic- 
tions, and make Submiſſion to Providence the 
harder. The Advice of the Apoſtle is very 
well ſuited. to a World, be Faſhion, er Scheme 
of which, paſſeth. away. This T ſay, Brethren, 
the. Time is ſhort : It remains, that. bath they 
. who have Wives be as. tho they had none; 


and they that weep the Loſs of them, as tho 


_ they wept not; and they that rejoice, as tho.they 
rejaiced not; and they that buy, as they that poſ- 
Jed uot 3 and they, that uſe this Warld, as not 


abuſing 


1 Ceſſe A: MEAT et non exit Infernus. Civi- 


tas Diaboli incipit ab amore ſui, _ Bern. | 
F God would fludy a chfe, quick, and certain Way e Be: 


1. grevenged on a Man, he need but open bis Stores, and bid 
bim 8 for ume If Mr, S. Ford. 2» 


abufang it or the Fabion of this World paſſeth 
Or. | 


away ; 1 Did not I know it was haſt- 
ning to an End : 4 Why did I ſet my Heart upon 
it, as if it was more durable? Why did 1 
make the Parting more affliftive, and the Re- 
ſignat ion more difficult, by the Intemperance 
of my Affection? 

The Jes had a Cuſtom at their Wedding 
Feaſts, for the married Couple to drink in 
the ſame Glaſs together, and then to break 
it in Pieces; teaching them by that Emblem, 
that whatever | Felicity they expected together, 
their Lives, upon which it all depended, were 
frail and brittle as Glaſs, No ſooner joined, 


but they were warned to prepare for Separation. 


So in our Form of Matrimony, the Clauſe, 
Until Death do us part, is a Memento bo the 
fame Purpoſe. - 
Tis as much my Duty to pray, that 1 may 
be willing and able to part with any dear Com- 
fort of Life, in a right Manner, as to pray 
for its Continuance. We are apt to be moſt 
earneſt for their Continuance; as if it was a 
cop Thing for God to pleaſe us, than for 
to pleaſe God. The Grace that ſays, Thy 
Wi be done, is infinitely more neceſſary to me 
than any good Thing God can take away, to 
try that Grace, and ſhow me that I have it. 
Mour ner: Oh Lord, thou knoweſt how 


near that Perſon lay to my Heart; but thou 


knoweſt that thy Favour is nearer ſtill. I 


would not fear fo much of loſing any Thing, 0 


as of offending: hee. Thou wil EY grant 


| | 


Ez: my Requeſt in one of theſe two Things; ei- 


18 there may be in ſuch a Removal, I am ſure 
be muſt practiſe upon Reſignation, and frequently 


What if the Deſire of mine Eyes ſhould. be 


. - co think of it before hand. If I am prepared 


— "now; or elſe, how ſhall I bear the Thing it- 


for it. Tho hard, it is deſigned to make that 


he e e | Sect. VI. 


ther to continue the Mercy I injoy, or help 
me to reſign it at thy Call, in the Manner 
thou ſhalt approve: And then, whatever Loſs 


the Senſe of thine Approbation i is ſuch a Gain, 
25 can never coſt me too dear.“ 
le that will die well muſt die daily 7. and 
| practiſe upon the Foreſight of it. So he that 
will reſign well, and with a becoming Grace, 


Put Caſes to himſelf. What if I ſhould re- 
turn Home this Evening, and find my Houſe 

in Flames? That fair Eſtate which is now to 
ſupply my Wants; and ſupport my Figure ; 
what if it ſhould take Wings and fly away ? 


taken off with a Stroke ? Or I ſhould ſee that 

pretty Child, lie a dead Corps? That which 1 

now lay in my Boſom, I ſhall not be able to 

bear in my Sight? What ſhould I then do? 
How ſhould I behave? Am I prepared for 

ſuch a Caſe ? If pot, I have the more Reaſon erin 
the W 
hardly 
Heave 
In the 
you ci 
To in 
to nee 
leſs D 


times 


for it, then 1 can better bear to think of it 


ſelf, when by refuſing to think of it at all, I 
continue to make it more intolerabbe. 
As hard as this Practice ſeems to be, it is 
much harder to be ſurprized without ever 
3 having thought of the Matter, or preparing: 


1 7 8 eaſier, which otherwiſe is one of the hardeſt 
PT, % Things 


TS 


* 
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Things in the World, and will be ſo always, 
De leſs it is thought of in Tim. 
Another Impediment to Reſignation, is a 


ols Nonceit of our own „ ONES 

ure How can that Perſon ſubmit to mean 
un, BW llotments of Providence, who fancies him- 
Peelf deſerving of the beſt? The Uneaſineſs 
nd Mrith which a Man takes + low Rank in the 
hat orld, is in proportion to the Opinion of 
ce, Mpimſelf being qualified for higher Stations. 
tly {Modeſty and Humility fave a deal of Trouble 
re- ere. “I have a great deal, for one that de- 
uſe WW: ſerves nothing; nay, for one who deſerves 


to . Miſery! Let the Lord place me where he 
<3 We pleaſes: If it be out of Hell, I ſhall have 
y* W+ Reaſon for Praiſe and Thanks, enough to 
be keep out Murmuring. Tou cry and well. 
hat pomplain and repine. I aſk you, Did God 
1 1 Wwe you any ching? Is he accountable to 


to on? Do you deſerve any thing? Who are 
of ou? And what are (you more, or better, 
for than thoſe many, who at this time are ſuf- - 
on fering for God with Faith and Patience, in 
red the Want of all things, and think they had 
it hardly any thing to aſk for, on this fide 


Heaven, if they could but quietly ſerve God 


Jr the half of that, which hardly can mae 
-_  Wyou civil to the Almighty for want of more? 

15 WTo inlarge our Deſires is laying ourſelves open 
ver to needlets Vexations, as numerous as our need- 
ing Wiles Deſires. He whoſe Deſires are a hundred 
hat times larger than 2 4 is every Day liable 


1 
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ve to plague the Parent: A dreadful Threat 
1 1 3 ON ning! But he anſwers, : It is the Lord. 


5 habitants, the Furniture of all Worlds are his. 
1 volt: be not ds what be will with bis en? If 


to ſo. many hundred times more Vexation 
and enen „„ 15 : 4 


2 
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From ſome . with reſ 1 585 to bob 
e taketh ay. 


. A 


Wor 4 1 Wh 2, 31. 3, in. "Thi 

is the Anſwer made to the heavy Meſſag 
"brought by young Samuel to old Eli. I iim, 
do @ Thing in Iſrael, ſays God, at which boi Drea- 
the Ears of every one that hears it ſball tingle WM H. 
bat be would cut off all bis Family, and hi 
Father's Houſe. Thou ſhalt ſee an Enemy in 
mine Habitation; and there ſhall not be an ll 
Man in thine Houſe for ever: Or, the Man i 
thine, whom I ſhall not cut off from mine Altar, 
Wo be 10 conſume. thine Eyes, and to grien 
thy Heart. And all the. Increaſe of thy: Hou| 
© fall die in the Flower of their Age, and thy tuy 
| Sons ſhall. both die in one Day. Here is the 
Heath of Children in the Flower of their Age, 
| Povert extreme, Extinction of his Family; 
and till then, the Branches of it ſhould only 


His abſolute Propriety in us, and all that we 
have, is unanſwerable. The Earth is the Lord's, 
and the Fulneſs. thereof. The Product, the In- 


1 


— 


2 | N : % 
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mylelf am his Property, ovary thing I have 
muſt be ſo too. s 
His- abſolute Sovereignty over all things,” is 
uncontrollable. ' Bebold, he taketh away, and 
who can binder bim? Job 9. 12. He doth bat. 
hever be pleaſes in the army of Heaven, and 
among the Inhabitants of the Earth. 
His tranſcendent Majeſty and Excellency are 
not to be diſputed. Fob 13. 11. Shall not his 
xcellency” maky thee: Afraid to murmur againſt 
bim, and to find fault with bis Ways”, ; and bis 
Dread fall upon thee? 

He thar firs an the Throne Wy the Univerſe, 
who. ſhakes TTeaven ad Earth with his Voice; 
who hath Power to lodge a Heaven' or Hell in 
thy! Breaſt, by his Smiles or Frowns, accord- 
ng as he pleaſes: to reward thy Submiſſion,” or 
puniſn thy Diſcontent; who can imploy Lu 
gions of Angels to be thy Guard, or Devils 
to be thy Tormentors ; he that can ſilence thy 
Murmurs with Thunder, or ſtop thy inſolent 
Breath with Fire and Brimſtone, and horrible 

empeſt; all not his Excellency make tber 2 
aid? He who dwells in Light that is un- 
hpproachable, before whom Angels veil their 
Faces, ſhall I lift up my bold Front again 
this God; and charge that Brightneſs wun a 
pot, that Wiſdom with Folly, and dat) „ 
of his with any Iniquity? e = 
His Infinite Porfections, what 1 ts ig | 
bey ſpeak ? He is infinitely wiſe, and cannot — © 
err: Infinitely powerful, and cannot be re- 
ks -- mnt holy, and cannot behold Inis - | 


n E fz: 6 .quitygg, 
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quity without Abhorrence: Infinitely good ſhal 


and can do no Evil; "likewiſe true, and cannot to 
falſify his Word... If it were poſſible to tak: diſp 
the A Management out of his Hand Ser: 
into your. own, it would be the beſt Way to 
replace it in the Hand of God again. It is he , 
to whoſe Will all the World beſide complies, Ter 


Why ſhould..not I? And when I read tha Anc 


ture, is it the Way to obtain my Will ef him, 


Chriſt himſelf ſaid, I am come to do thy Wil, 
O God; and, Faber, not as I will, but as thot 
wilt; who am I, that I ſhould pretend i 
ſpeak any other Language? Wa 
Conſider the Relation in which he ſtands toll 
us. My Will he made; ſhall he not giv: 
aws to his own Creature? Did he make this 
Hand to ſtrike at himſelf? This Breath, thi 
p * to ſpeak againſt him; and this Wil 
to rebel againſt himſelf ? As1 am a depen 
dent Creature, in him I live, and move, ani 
bave ny Being. As I am an expectant Cre 


to deny the Homage of my Will zo him ? A 
I am. a ſiaful Creature, have not I enoug} 
Guilt upon me already? Should I ſwell. tht 
Account, and increaſe my Miſery? As I an 
an accountable Creature, he is my Judge; 4 
I am a recoverable Creature, he is my Sau 
our: And am I angry with any of his Method 
toward making all theſe Ideas concur to ni 
Salvation? To be redeemed from the Tyranny 
my own Will, and Fancy, and Appetite, is n 
ſmall Part of the Redemption by Jeſus Chril 


Did he give himſelf up to Death for us; al 


{hal 
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to his? Shall the Redeemed from Thraldom 
diſpute the Ofders of the Redeetner ? Shall 
Servants diſpute the Will of their Maſter; 


and Subjects ſay, to ſuch a King, What deft 
thou? Are we his Friends, upon any other 
Terms, than doing whatſotver he commands us? 
And if, as Children, we go to him as our 
Father who art in Heaven'; muſt we not add, | 


Thy Will to be done? 


ball I think it tob much to give my Will uß 


— 


Whether we ſubmit to this Will or no, 


his Will ſpall be done. 
and be will do all bis Pleaſure.” 


Tou may as 
well ſubmit by 


If it be an Act of Homage, your Sub- 


million has a Reward ; but if it be merely © 


His Council ſhall fand, | 


Grace, and have the Comfort: 
of ſo doing, as be forced to it without Grace, 
wy without Comfort, whether you will or 


becauſe you cannot help it, you have only Sor- 


tow for your Pains.” What does all my fret- 


ting amount to? Will. it change the Courſe 


2 LIFTS 


of Providence, and allay Griefs? 


away beſides: He might have left me no —4 
Comfort: He might have taken away all, 
well as a Part. He might have given up My: 


Soul to Terror, my Body to Diſeaſe, and my 


Affairs to Confufion and Calamity: © 
It is by his Providence that all things 

conducted; the moſt oaſual, and moſt trivial: 

Lots, the moſt caſual; 


Sparrow falling to the Ground, or a Lge 
reg ee Tagen Keil ae en, wy 


E. 3, 


Prins 16. 33+ and a: 
* +; 


Conſider. how much God might barg en 24 


ate 


dende. 


8 we Mena EX. Seck. VII. 
x 8 was no Providence, we ſhould 
want one of the beſt Antidotes againſt the 
Fear of what is to come, and the Sorrow. tor 
what is paſty for, as Biſnop Patrick obſerves, 
all the Care would then lle upon ourſelves, 
and be too much for us. But when we think 
of Infinite Wiſdom and Power governing all 
things, one need not be at a Plight, as if 
we and Chance were to govern the World. 
Some have ſatisfied themſelves with the 
Thought, that it is in vain to be troubled, 
ſince things muſt be as they will be; but this 
is cold Comfort, to be content on mere Ne- 
ceſſity, tho tis the main of what the Heathen 
Comforters afforded; Thanks be to God we 
have ſomething ; better. That the World is 
not governed merely by the Will of God, but 
alſo by his Wiſdom and Goodneſs, And he 
_ diſpoſcs. of all things not only as abſolute 


> Lord, that we may be ſenſible of his Power, 


but as a loving Father, that we ſhould be ſen- 
ſible of his Goodneſs, It is Diſtruſt of God 
to be over troubled at what is to come: It is 

Impatience to fret at what ĩs preſent, and Ar- 
ger againſt him to be over: concerned about 
what is paſt. This Frame of Spirit finds fault 
with his Wiſdom, and blames his Goodneſs, 
| gepreſſes his Power, and reprehends his Faith- 
ſulneſs in the Diſpoſal of rwe and there- 
fore it is a Hotul Frame, enn to be 


The wiſe and WARD FO advancing 
| 0 n Glory, * Good, is another 
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God hath as abe Right to 
poſes of his own Glory; 

whether perceived by me or not, as I have to 
the Uſe of any Inſtrument in my Houſe, or 
of any Servant, without acquainting him with 
my Purpoſes. Thus in the Caſes of Abrabam, 
Foſeph, and Fob : Had they not been uſed by 
God much otherwiſe than their natural Will 
inclined them to chuſe, we had Toft the Be- 


Conſideration.” 


nefit of the fineſt Inſtances of Submiſſion in 


the World *. Ha. 64. 8. O Lord! We are 
thy Clay, and thou the Potter. We are all the 
Mort of thy Hands. ' Jer. 18. 6. Cannot I do 


doit h you as the Petter, ſaith the Lord? Behold, 


as" the Clay is in the Toute” s Hand, Jo are ye 
in my Hand. 
Whatever you loſe. or part with; you can- 


not be miſerable while you have this Lord to 
de your God and Portion; the God who 


made the Creatures we are ſo fond of, and 

ave them all that Lovelineſs which made us 
ſo fond of them, and has in ' himſelf all that 
which he gave, and infinitely more. 'How 


does it ſound, to ſay, Tam undone, for I babe 


nothing but God left ? Surely God can ſupply 
ted Creature, tho the 
whole World cannot fill up the Room of a 


Tepartea God: To loſe a Creature; and find. 


a * Rar ber an a happy 7 i to "AK 


4 #4 3% 


» * Gef le e e kat e 
a ſine Reflection made by a Lady, when News Was. 
wa ought of two Children drowned, whom ſhe loved beg 


Fs. 
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whoſe Loſſes have brought them to know God 
| and Wem ebren to nc een K nnen than | 


an mos | 
He chat takes away, will give more For 
ha time of Need; and of bis Strength to 
bear any Burden, however diſproportioned to 
our own. He giveth, more Grace, and more 
ſtill, as the Caſe requires: For Gd is faithful, 
20ho wwill not ſuſter us to be tempted above what 
dye are able, but with the Temptation will alſo 
find a Way to eſcape, that ye may be able to bear 
it. '- Eſcape by Bearing, tho not from Bearing. 


He is ſuppoſed to pe: wells who is m 


* b 


Ways of glorifying God, and- the moſt ac- 
ceptable Sacrifice we can make. It ſuppoſes 


you will diſpute nothing with him, after hav- 


ing; ſurrendred your; own Will to the Will of 
God. Martyrdom itſelf is but the Conſe- 
quence of that Diſpoſition, and will be ſure 


to follow, when God calls this Grace to act its 


Part that Way. The ſame Grace that enables 


us to ſuffer From him, wilt lp, us to ſuffer 


ar, him. 


N facrifice a a Will to GL is that reaſonable | 
Service: and living Sacrifice, - which is holy and 


acceptable : As much beyond the Sacrifices of 
Aaron, as the Soul and Spirit of an-obedient 
Chriſtian are beyond the dead Carcaſs of a 
Beaſt. Turn Mountains into Altars, and offer 
upon thoſe” Altars the Cattle of a thouſdnd 


* d * . Hand 1 
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for a Drink-offering, it would never be ac- 


cepted inſtead of that Demand, My Son, rive 
me thine Heart, and let thine Eyes _" my 


Ways* * 


Without this 883 of Soul, he calls all. 
the outward Practices of Religion but Flattery 
very good Reaſon ; for 
Men count themſelves flattered, when our Be- 


| haviour is not at all agreeable to the fine things 


we ſay to them. So are we accounted to flatter 


| God, when we aſcribe to him thoſe Perfections, 
and give him thoſe Titles, which, when it 


comes to the Point of Trial, we ſeem to un- 
ſay again. We call him the Moſt High God, 
but by and by ſomething elſe appears higher 
Regard: That Huſband, 
that Child, that Wife, or that Eſtate, or Ho- 
nour. We call him Moſt Glorious, and yet 
glory more in ſomething elſe. You may com- 
pliment him with the Title of Faithful and 


True; but while he fees that you will not truſt 


him in the Way of y our Duty, that you will 
not take his Word in a Promiſe, for a Work 
of Piety to God, or Charity to Man, he counts 
himſelf flattered. If you call him Lord, Lord, 
and yet do not the Things that be ſays; if you 
call him your God and Portion, and yet, upon 


the taking away of what was apparently more 


dear to —_O your Pegs or CO PIOE 3 
that 


us Chaldge Paraphraſe mee Pla. 50.) ult. Whoſs 
| offereth Praiſe glorifieth God: And to him that orders his 


Converſation aright, will 1 Row the Salvation of. God, 
16. 5000 ſubdues and dyſtroys the Principle of inordinate Aff 
2”. it Her be accounted 4 to him ad a aer; * of Praiſe. 
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that Language; Ie bave taken away. my Gods, 


and tobat haue I more? However it may appear 
to Men, what God thinks of it all, he has told 


you in thoſe Words; Pſal. 78. 35. They re- 1 

membred God their Rock, and the high God their _ 

| Redeemer: Nevertheleſs, they did flatter. him * 

- with tbeir. Mouth, and they lied unto bim with b 

their 7. e He ſaw: i it on be all F lattery and by 
8 Lies. 7 


0 you Fi So God, hw chas Perſon "wor ; 
| haves in the Offices of Devotion? Can 'any | = 
body be more aſſiduous in Reading, Prayer, 85 
Hearing and Sacraments? You. ſhall now ſee 8 
what all this is good for, and of how little 
Worth. God puts ſorth his Hand accordingly, 
and takes away the Delight of his Eyes with a 
Stroke; when preſently, the God that he 
ſeemed to 45 with ſo much Reſignation 
can hardly have a good Word, or à good 
Thought; can hardly be allowed to be wiſe, 
or good and juſt, or any thing, but a very 
1 and hard Maſter, He not only mourns, 
but he pines, and conſumes ; he rages againſt 


me; I, and my Heaven now are Cyphers, in to 
compariſon of the Creatufe that I have done th 

no Harm to, but only removed, for Purpoſes M 

he himſelf will rejoice * when a8 COMES. o be 
know chem | nf 

In ſhort; this Submiſlion' 15: 1. a Subs 2 

tance of Religion, and the Beauty of Chriſti- R 
| anitys Upon entring the School of: Chriſt, = 
this is the firſt Leſſon propoſed to be learned; 75 


e WM his. Bas and Je him: * And 5 
a N W e % N I * | 
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8 that we do or ſuffer in Religion afterward, is | 
ſy either expreſſive of: this, or inſtrumental: to WY 
vl wards it. If we pray, tis that his Will be done | 
d on Earth, as it is Heaven. If we read, it is |} 
at that we may know what is the good, and accept- | 
* able, and perfect Will of God; to learn Mode- 
= ration in proſperous Joy, Calmneſs in Frou- | 
blies, Compolure of Mind, with a decent Ven i 
d ol Sorrow in every Diſtreſs. | | 
Wy 5 N ee, | 
W 25 | | 
ee Sect. "VI. Held againſt RL Grief, | 
5 1 with reſped? to the Perſons departed. 1 
Ys 1 7 | 
Lag | rap not God a Rapsey in them as _ | 
ne II as you, prior to yours, and ſuperior? 

= They were his, before they were yours: They 


are his, now they are no longer yours; by a 
thouſand Obligations, Tek and Relations, 
th; ought to take place of all our Claims and 
Pretenſſons 7 » 
Should they have been immortal here, only 
to pleaſe you? to have lived, tho weary of it; 
to have ſaid, tho longing to be gone; and in 
Miſery, tho fit for Happineſs? Should they © 
be kept in the Troubles of Life, in the Pains 
of Sickneſs, and the Infirmities of Age; or „ 
at beſt, in the inſipid Repetition of the ſame 
Round of Things, only to prevent a Vacancy 
in any of your Amuſements or Delightsr: 4 
this thy SIO: to A, Finds . fuing 
5 | 8 


W 


Some a Time WY come, . not 
this? If the Time of parting with them was 


left to TIT, it would — ee our 


Confuſion. 3 
They are not ertindt cd gone out uf Being. 


T heir Manner - of Exiſtence is changed, but 


hy an- AA} is not Jott. 1 _— 


EA 


ing into it, 
— is worth a — Man's while to die at any 


time, and leave any Company upon Earth, 


5 Rar ever ſo pleaſant or good. 


a Situation? Now we ſee darkly, 
If the Pleaſure 
be not ſo complete as after the Reſurrection, 


The Spirit that returns to God who gave i 
10 received by God, and welcomed in a Man- 


ner ſuitable to the Relation and Character in 
which it arrives there. Bleſſed are the Dead 


bal die in the Lord; for they reſt from their La- 
- '$ours. They could have little or no Reſt here, 
what with Labour and Trouble, Temptation 
and Sin. What a vaſt Improvement in Know- 
lege muſt a diſincumbred Soul make in ſuch 
as through a 
Glaſs; but then Face to Face. 


Ir r guſt however be — beyond all 


that. 
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that this World affords. They are ſure of their 
own Salvation, and of being the Heirs of Glory. 


And if the Pleaſure of Aſſuranee here be ſo 
tranſportinng, as to give ſometimes a 70 un- 
ay witk 


ſpeakable and full of Glory, while we lay with 
the Apoſtle, we know: and have. believed the 
Love which God hath towards us; what will it 


be for a Soul to find itſelf ſafely landed in the 


World of Perfection? among Spirits of juſt 
Men made perfect; freed from all Imperfec- 


tions, natural and ſinful; returned to their 


native Soil, having left that foreign Country 
where they were Pilgrims and Strangers, and 


got home to. their Father's Houſe, 2where there 


are many Man/ions ? In the beſt Society and 
Company, as well as the beſt Place? Review- 
ing paſt Dangers and Labours? Admiring the 
Hom of God, and his Goodneſs that has 
brought them thither ; and eſpecially the Good 


Wi 


neſs of that Stroke we are mourning over here ? 


Their Worſhip. muſt needs be: ſpiritual, who 
are all Spirit; without Wearineſs, Failure, or 
Interruption. They have glorious Scenes at 


preſent before them, and pleaſing Expecta- 
tions of great and mote glorious Things: 
Such as the accompliſhing the Number of the 
Elect, and all that ſhall be ſaved ; the fulfilling 


L 


the great Periods of TONE: that remain; 


the Downfal of Antichriſt; . the glotious Ap- 


pearance of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; the Re- 
ſurrection of the Body; the Abolition of 
Death, and the folema Coronation of all the 


: Con- . 


— 


— 


> 


Seck VIII. 


The Movnars, 


PAN 0 
5 7 on. 
Would we fetch them back from this Con- 
dition if we could? I am afraid we are fo 
ſelfiſh, that if the Reſurrection Power were 
lodged: in our Hands for one Day, we ſhould 
immediately run to the Graves of our dear 


N to For; ere 


departed, and fetch them back again. 


To 


ſtop our own Sorrows for a while we would 
- begin theirs afreſh, and bring them back to 
They no ſooner enter Heaven, but 
they with 7 57 had been ſooner there. And 
che next With is, that we may be with them 
too, as ſoon as N be; and yet we wiſh a 


quite contrary W 


T think of the My Meeting Again, which 
25 all the World ſhall not be able to hinder after 
a few. Days are paſt. Let us not behave a8 


if we were never to meet again. 


Do not 


mourn, as without Hope. . Our Religion teach- 
eth us to believe, that in the ſeparate State 
we ſhall. not be without the Society of our 
The 
TIE] 


K godly e and Friends. 


ping 
neſs 
ngeſt 
Irid ? 
only 

on. 
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ould 
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not 


ach- 
tate 
our 


The 


ſe- 


| fame. Rank and 
ter, or Title and Endowments? And yet we 
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ſeparate Soul of the Beggar, Lazarus, is re- 


preſented as in the Company, nay, in the Bo- 
ſom of his. Father Abraham. an an the.” peni- 
tent Thief was promiſed to be with Chriſt in 
Paradiſe. The Spirits of juſt Men are not 
perfected, in order to be an Aſſembly of Mutes: 
Nor is it likely they ſhould be Strangers to one 
another, when Converſation in this imperfect 


World, Produces, Acquaintance, and ſocial | 


Endearment. 7 
There will . 5 n elt Ranks 00 


Orders of Saints; different Degrees of Reward 


there, as of Holineſs here, and conſequently 
of Apartments and Situations. But is it not 
the ſame in this. World ? Is every one in the 
Station; of the ſame Charac- 


know one another, and, converſe together ; 3/4 
great deal of the Beauty and Pleaſure of So- 
1 ariſing from this "ark rs. as It U allo 
ber. 

At the. Reſerteckion you mall meet agaln 


in your gorfied Bodies, as well as perfect 
or, all that fleep in Jeſus will God 


Spirits. 
bring with. bim; and will change their vile Bo- 


| dies, and make them like to his own glorious Body. 
It was ſown a. natural Body; it ſpall be raiſed 4 


ſpiritual Body, freed from all Elementary Droſs; 


will feel no Pain, can need no Food; will 
never be weary, however exerciſed or em- 


ployed; without any Appetites that tend to 


Bordinaey. * Bodies then will be immor- 


2;* 


W - 


— 


. 7. he Children of 2 Th: urreftion die w 
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more. Incorruptible; Corruption, it 
is raiſed in Incorruptibn. re will meet them 
with all theſe Improvements, and to al theſe 
Degrees far more delightful than ever. 

God will bring them with him as part of 
his" glorious Train; when Chriſt ſhall > 
Tified in all bis Saints, and admired in all 5 
believe, as the Trophies of all his Conqueſt, 
the Veſſels of his Grace, the Members of his 
We. the Spouſe of his Love, the ſhining 
Inſtances of his Faithfulnefs and Power, the 
Aﬀeſſors of his Court of Judgment, and Par- 
takers of his Glory. WD 

How joyful will that Meeting be? How 
. ? How glorious? Never to part more! 
Fou were not always together here; but you 
ſhall be always together after that Meeting, 
The parting Kiſs, the Word Farewel, have 
no more room for ever. This Meeting 
ther again, is what Chriſt purchaſed: For te 
this End Chriſt died and roſe again „ that be 
might be [Tp both of the Dead and the Living ; 
Rom. This Meeting together again is 
what ie Word of God has promiſed : For, 
this we ſay unto you, by the Word of the Lora, 


_ that we ſhall be caught up together with tben 


in the Clouds, to meet the Lord in the Air; and jo 


e Foal e ever be 43th the Lord. 1 Theſſ. 4. 1 


This is what the great God hath promiſe e, 
and is very well able perform. He 7s able to 


It You Jrom falling,” and to MY vun Lv 


He 8 
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The Return of Chri n 
him, have the ſame Grdunds of Credibility. Hue 


Meeting 
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ſs les rhe Preſence of his Glory, with exceed- 
Jude 24. 25. And they that fleep in 

Fel, Pal God bring with bim; 1 Theff. 4 14. 

and of thoſe who ſleep in 


believe. that Chriſt died, and roſe again, then if you 
believe one you may believe the other : Nay, you 


| muſt; and Fa to believe the orher, upon the 
Credit of the 


ame Evidence and Authority. 
if there be no Reſurrectiun of the Dead, then is 
not Chriſt riſen; 1 Cor. 15. This general 
is deſigned for erat Satisfaction. 
John 14. 20. At that Day ye ſhall know. © God 
the Father will ſee, with Satisfaction the 

Work of his Hands in Perfection, made fit 


to receive the Communication of his Endear- 


ments. The Lord Jeſus Chriſt will ſee the 


Travail of 


plete Felicity. T he Holy Spirit will ſee, with 
Satisfaction, the final Succeſs of his Operations, 
in our perfect Holineſs and Happineſs. An- 
gels will be pleaſed, to ſee the Succeſs of their 
Miniſtrations; and gladly welcome us, the 
Partners of their Joys. 


ſelves all met together after our parting Sor- 
rows? When all Things and Perſons, any way 
offenſive, ſhall be 
aſide. No Falſeneſs, Rancour, Partiality, 
8 08 ln Taft; Paſfon, ot 

8 F 3 "TO 


For 


his Soul, and be fatisfied ; in the full 5 
Accompliſhment of his Deſign, in their com- 


And as to ourſelves, 
| What an inexpreſſible Reciptocation of endear- 
ing Love, and multiplied Joy, to find” our- 


gathered out and thrown 
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Pride, ſhall be met with there; not any thing 
to hinder the heavenly. Pleaſure circulating 
( through every Heart, and dwelling upon every 
8 Face and Tongue. Lou do not mourn as thoſe 
in As 20. 35. Sorrowing, becauſe they ſhould 
%%%ͤ eL... 455 
Of immoderate Grief, we may ſay, as So. 
lomon does of F What doth 
it? What doth it for them who are gone, or 
for you ? It may do us. much Hurt, but can 
do them no God. It may weaken our Bo- 
dies, and damage our Health; it may ſadden 
our Spirits, deprive us of the Comforts of 
Life, and indiſpoſe us for the Duties of it. 
And what then? What Advantage to thc 
Departed, from ſo coſtly a Sacrifice to their 
Memory? Do they need your Tears, who 
have for ever taken leave of Weeping? Could 
Four Cries call back the departed Spirit, and 
awaken the Body into Life: Could you water 
the Plant with your Tears till it revived, you 
might weep like a Cloud, and call 5 900 
exceſſive that was likely to prove ſucceſsful. 
But there are no Elijabs now, who may ſtretch 
themſelves upon the Child, and bring back 
the Soul. It is more reaſonable to conclude if 
with David; Naw be is dead, wherefore p,, © 
Lal? Can Ibring bim hack again? Lhball ga to bin, 
but he ſhall not return to me; 2 Sam. 12. 23. 
But if we could, would we have them walk 
cover the Precipice once more? Would we have 
idem ht che Battel over again, run the Race. 
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* The Mouzx ZX. 35 
again, be tempted, fin, and ſuffer again ? 
Should they come back for our Gratification, 
from that holy Place to this Place of Sin ? 
from that happy Place to this Place of Trou-- 
ble? from Joy to Sorrow, from Reſt and 
Peace, to new Vexations? Their Sentiments 
are different, their Affections raiſed and in- 
nobled and, as well as they loved you, they 
would not come back to you for all' chis 
World: And, as well as you loved them, 
you cannot, it ſeems, wiſh them joy of their 
new Elevation and Dignity. Should pat our 
godly. Friends be allowed to wear the Crown 
they have been fighting for, and the Prize for | 
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Stor: IX. Hep: and inordinate e 
rom ſome mee with e 70 our- 
ſelves. 111 1 | s 


\ELFLOVE : is at th Bottom of our 

Sorrow. I have loſt a Pleaſure, and an 
Advantage. I am mourning over the Living 
rather than the Dead. If one, every way the. 
fame, would make me eaſy, the Sorrow is not 
for the Departtds but for e who ſurvive.* 5 
5 No 
32 Cicepo on the Loſe of Sei; Nt enim mali accĩ- 


diſſe Scipioni puto; mihi accidit; ſi quid accidit. Suis au- 
tem incommodis graviter angi, non amicum, ſed, _ 


amantis * De Aves 


2 2 
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No ſtrange Thing has befallen me; ; nothing 


bu what is common to Men. Tis no more 


ſtrange that a Man ſhould die, than that he 
ſhould be born. Am J better than my Fa- 
tthers, who are dead, and gone? Whom make 
:thou thyſelf? Where's the Senſe and Reaſon of 
pretending to an Exemption from the common 


Lot of Mankind ? Beloved, think it not ſtrange, 


asf ſome ſtrange thing bad happened unto you; 
1 Pet. 4. 12. for this is no Agony thing that 
2 Mortal ſhould die. 


I come into a Family, arid ſee! one in a Cor- N 


ner weeping and ſighing; another is fallen upon 

4 Couch, unable to hold up the Head; ano- 
ther is run up to a Chamber, like David, to 

weep and ery out, Oh Abſalom, my Son, my 

Sen. What is the Matter? Why, one that 

Was born to die, is dead! Was it the firſt Child, 


or Huſband, that ever died? No. Had you | 


à Patent from Heaven againſt the common 


Lot? No- Would you have had God made 


him immortal to pleaſe you? He teareth bim- 
ſell in his Anger. Shall the Rock be reiovid 


. out of its Place for you ? Job 18. 4. 


How many Mercies and Comforts are con- 
tinued to thee, that might alſo have been 
taken away? and how many Troubles pre- 

vented, that might have befallen you? You 
have joſt ſome Children; it might have been 


all. Tou have loſt all; it might have been. 


your. Huſband too, or Wife, at the ſame 

e Tou have l * d, or Wite: 5 it 
3% 1 might 

. | | 4 
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a might have been alſo Eſtate, and all the Means 
"gs of Subſiſtance. Or ſuppole that's gone too; 
he you have Liberty, Health, Peace, and Friends. 
74. Or ſuppoſe they are alſo gone; you are out of 


Hell, and within reach of Heaven; Which, I 
will ſay, is a greater thing than any you have 
loſt, or all theſe put together. Pardon of 

Sin, and Peace with God, may ſtill be yours. 
Mourner: Theſe, I fear, are not mine. 

Anſwer: Nay, then tis Time to mourn over 
ſomething elſe than a dead Friend. To mourn 
over a dead Soul of your own, to mourn over 

a Joſt God, to ſorrow for Sin; theſe are infi- - 

nitely more to your Purpoſe than ſorrowing 

for the Dead, And there is at leaſt this Room 
to rejoice, that all theſe ſpiritual Bleſſings may 
e bad. You may be pardoned, accepted, ſanc- 
fified, and ſaved, And it is a Matter of great 
| Comfort that theſe Things are poſſible, and 
Within reach. 
Aeurner: But I would have had theſe ſpi- 
ritual Bleſſings, with the Life and EDN ene ; 
allo of thoſe that are gone. | 
_ Anſwer: That is, you would have every = 
thing according to your Deſire and Fancy, 
that God and Providence ſhould take their Or- 
ders from you, and conſult your Liking, be- 
fore they execute their Decrees. But, ſhould 
it be according to thy Mind! Job 34. 33. He 
that has a Pillow to lay his Head upon, and - 
vet (as one ſays) will needs lay it upon a Stones 
he hag has e convenient Seats to fit vn 
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and nothing will ſerve him but a Buſh of 
Thorns; ſurely they muſt” be very much in 
much in love with Sorrow and Melancholy, 


who injoy fo many Bleffings, and will yet fight 
all the Pleaſures of them, to pine away in the 


Company of their Wants. Underſtand what 


you now poſſeſs, as you would do if it were 


taken away, and then, you: will have a better 


Reliſh. for it. 


be. Miſeries and Treble pale on the 


Poſterity of Adam, are numerous: They are 


compared to the Sparks that fly up, for Num- 


ber. It is a Mercy we eſcape any of them: 
That all theſe Sparks do not kindle upon us 
together: That all theſe Troubles do not ſeize 
upon us at once: That out of fo many Miſe- 


5 ries we ſhould have ſo few, when we are born 


td all, by Deſcent; ſubject to all, oy" Nature 
| deſerving of #ll;* by Sins. 257 

Do you forget what your Sins deere 2 $hail 
a living Man complain; a Man for the Puniſh- 
ment if bis Sin ?- Lam. 3. 39. A living Man, 


when you might have been dead, for the Pu - 


. niſoment of Sin, and you. might have been 
damned? The Puniſhment of Sin, on this Side 
" Hell, is derte z be 1088 our F de. 
5 enter: T will bear the Maze of FA 

Dork, becauſe 1 have 7 nned again bim. 
Anſwer : Let every Man (ſays one) when 
st he computes what he wants of his Deſires, 


7008 l exactly how far he is ſhort in his 
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« Puty; and when he has duly pondered both, 


„ he will think it a very eaſy Compoſition, 


« tho his Wants: ſhould be unſupplied, pro- 
« yided his Sins be pardoned ; and will ſee 


« Cayfe to ſit down contentedly with honeſt 


« Mephiboſpeth, 2 Sam. 19. 23. What Right 

« have, 1 yet.o cry any more to the King ?” 
© The Good of AMiction in general ought to 

be taken into the Account, -as another Conli- 


deration to aſſwage our Griefs. Ze for our 
_ Profit chaſtiſes, ſays the Apoſtle. And it was 


good for me that I was offlicted, ſays David, 


Afflictions have a Tendency to awaken our 
Repentance; to ſtir us up to ſearch and ir our 
Ways, in order 10 turn our Feet into God's T ei- | 


monies. I will go and return to my Place, till 


they acknowlege their Offenſe. - In, their Affuttion 


they will ſeek me early., Hoſ..5. 15. And ſoit 


proved, Ver. 16. Come, let us turn to the 
Tord: He Bath torn us, and Le will heal; be 
bath broken us, and be will bind us up. They 


help to, wean, 'us from: this World, and make 


us more willing to depart. As we mult needs 


be leſs fond of the World, the more trouble- 
ſome it is to us; and as it makes our Dying 
the more eaſy and more welcome, to have 


ſent thoſe before us for whoſe Sake we might 
defire to live, and with whom we deſire to 


be. We have fewer Ties and Engagements 
to Earth. The Fibres 1 cut of, 
Lat. looſened, . Tree 1 Fe Freater 
E 27 Gs E : . q | "mp 
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_ The Moor nn. Sed IK. 
Alfflictions bring us to Thoughtfulneſs and 
Conſideration, when' all 'other Means in the 
World can hardly do it. A Man that can fit 
at a Sermon as unmoved as if the Joys of 
Heaven, the Sorrows of Hell, and the Eter- 
nity of both were no Part of his Concern. The 
Excellency of God, the Vanity of the World, 
the Deformity of Sin, and the Beauty of Holi- 
neſs, ſhall leave him unmoved, if not aſleep; 
he little regards the Meſſage, or the Meſſen- 


ger: But let God ſend one of Job's Meſſen- 


gers to tell him ſuch a Ship is loſt, his Houſe 

is burnt, or ſuch a dear Relation deat; pre- 

ſently he is awake, and has more Thoughts 

of Heart in an Hour, than he had before 1 in a 
Month. _ 

The patient Bearing of ſuch AMiQtions, 


ba the ſanctified Improvement of them, is 


one Mark of our Sonſhip, and the Love of 
God to us. Should you loſe the Comfort of 
ſuch an Evidence by Impatience? Heb. 12. 7. 
If ye indure Chaſttning, be dealeth with you as 
with Sons. To indure, ſeems to nenn ors 
than merely to be chaſtiſed; namely, to 
| cept the Chaſtiſement, as from the Hand "of 
God, and to bear it with becoming Decency 
and Patience. There is one Remark more, 
pPtoper for ſome Mourners, from theſe Words: 
F ye indure Cbaſteni en Pon dealeth with you as 
_ with Sons. What a Miſtake is it then to ſay, 
FI was a Child ef God, he would not deal 
| * me in ſuch a Mn; when the 5 
„ 8 1785 
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ſays, F ye indure en, be dealeth with 


you as with Sons? 
Affliction well ſuſtained improves every 


Part of our Religion. It teaches Compaſſion 


and Sympathy towards others in their Trou- 
bles. It gives an Edge to our Devotion, an 
Ardency to our Prayers, Tendernefs to our 
Heart, and a Life to our Graces: It is the 
Trial and Triumph of our Faith. Patience 
hath its perfect Work : Our Reſolutions: for 
God are confirmed; ſo that we take faſter 
Hold of God, and of thoſe Things that can- 
not be taken from us. 

Our Sorrows, at longeſt, are but ort 
and we ſhall ſhortly ourſelves go the fame 
Way. How diminutively does the Apoſtle 
ſpeak of rhe Afflictions of this preſent Time? 
2 Cor. 4. 17. Our light Zflittions, which ave 
but for a Moment. You call them heavy,” he 
calls them Hebt; and thoſe "Fight Afflictions 
but for a Moment; and that Moment of light 
Afflictions wworketh for us: Tou are apt to 
think they all work againſt you; but they work 


for you 4 far more exceding and eternal Weight 85 


of Glory. The Contraſt hes between. ili 
and C005 q light Affliction, and the Weight of 


Glory; light Affliction ſora Moment, 141 a 


Weight of Glory eternal: Spoken as much 
like A Orator, a like an Apoſtle. And who 
was it that faid all this? One that knew as 
well what Afffiction was; one that had as much 
of it to his Share, as = Man in the World. 


. The Endof all T bings is at hand. I ſhall ſhortly Yay o. 


_ SG n was 2. Sed. I 
In Labours more abundant; in Stripes about Sect. 
Meaſure; in Priſons more frequent; in Deaths P: 
often. Of tbe Jews five Times received forty of 01 
Stripes, ſave one: Thrice beaten with Rods; once ¶ thing 
oned; thrice ſuffered. Shipwreck , a Night and Luke 
4 Day was- in the Deep; in Journeying of ten ; fion « 
in Perils of Waters ; in Perils of Robbers ; in himſe 
Perils ' by mine orο Countrymen ; z in Perils by Is mY 

* the Heatben; in Perils in the City; in Perils in 
- tbe Wilderneſs ; in Perils in the Sea; in Perils N obſtit 
among falſe Brethren: In W, earineſs and Painſul- ¶ For 
meſs, in Watchings often; in Hunger and Thirſt ; N II 
in Faſting often; in Cold and Nakeaneſs ; beſides rome 


the Care of all the Churches: 2 Cor. 11. and yet, Thorn 
hight Afftitions 1. ward, 
2 be Time is bor: t remains, that they that 2 

n 


„ Jhauld be as if . they wept not; 1 Cor. 7. 


know myſelf, what it is to change Worlds. Tis that 
more do the Purpoſe to prepare for my own ode 1 
Death, than fruitleſiy to lament that of ano- g V 
ther. And tre ſure of meeting my godly N ſeque 


1 Friends, is more no my Buſineſs, than to loſe the 


Time in bewailing their Parting. James 1. 2. ſeries 
Eftabliſb Jour. Hearts, for the Coming of the Lord Nunreſ 
23 | draws nig b. 1 $4 many 


It will be 4 double Loſs to loſe the LA Re- [cauſe 


Wh lation, and to loſe the Benefit of the Affliction 


too: It is enough to have loſt them. . Shall I 
loſe the ſpiritual Advantage that might be 
gained by ſuch a Trial, and into which i 
67 might be improved ? ?- 1 

1 71 | - oP 
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Patient Submilhon gives the ſureſt Poſſeſſion 
of ourſelves, and the beſt Injoyment of every 
thing elſe. In Patienze we Poſſeſs our Souls 
Luke 21. 19. Without it, we have loſt Poſſeſ- 


ſion of ourſelves: And he that does not inſoy 


himſelf, can injoy nothing elſe; for hate ver 
is poured into à tainted Veſſel is "all ſpoiled. 

' Tis a dangerous thing to provoke God by. 
obſtinate Grief, left a worſe thing come unto u5. 
For he has ſaid, With the Froward, I will ſhew 
myſelf froward, Pſal. 18. 26. He that hath a 
froward Heart findeth uo Goed, Prov. 17. 20. 
Thorns and Briars are in the Way of the Fro- 
ward. [He that keeps bis Soul (quiet and ſub- 
miſſive)-/hall be free from them, Ch. 22. 5. 
And after this, Do I well to be angry? Would 
any one chuſe to walk upon Thorns and Briars, 
that could pick out an eaſier Path? Where 
one Tear falls upon the Account of comply- 
ing with God's Will, a Multitude fall” i in con- 
ſequence of having our own Will. Not only 
the Miſeries of this Life, but the eternal Mi- 
ſeries of. the Life to come, ate owing to this 
unrefigned Selfwill. It may be written on 
many a Tomb, Here lies the Body of N. N. be. 
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187 K "x A 4 gan, at Grief 


5 jr om” Conſider, ations 461th reſpect to others, 
; and the ort about 16. 0 


10M PARK; your Caſe with chat of 
others, and you may ealily obſerve more 


miserable and mournful ones. There are a 


thouſand Perſons with whom you would not 
change Conditions. By what Law is it, 
that you muſt only gaze at thoſe above you, 
and take no Notice of thoſe below? That you 
muſt Jook on him only who is carried on 
Mens Shoulders, and think it a fine thing 
to be ſo mounted, but. never conſider the poor 
Men that carry him, w Nc Place you would 
hy no means 58 You look with a 
greedy Eye u 1 0 a one's Wealth, ſays 

ſhop Patrick, 99 wld you bave it with his 
Cares and 5 bi onſcience and Mind? 
His R Nu aps his Folly and Vices? 


His ill.'T ſte « of ngs, and Incapacity of In- 
tellechual EE Eh uncomfortable Pro- 
ſpects ? 


Mourner No! I would 55 my elf, wht I 
am, with the Addition of what I want. 

- Anſwer: Are you ſure of continuing what 
you are with that Addition ? Since no one 
can have all things, is not yours a good Lot? 
What Pretenſes have you, for every good 


* to center in N Was it 2 
| we 


oo 
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well with you as it is now? Formerly you 8 


had no Being: Formerly you had none of 
thoſe Relations or Peſſeſſons you now lament. 
You have loſt that, which ſome never had. 
Can you ſay, you had rather never to have 
had them than to loſe them? If it was a good 
thing, the having it for a time was a greater 
Good, than not to have had it at all 
Compare yourſelf with the miſcrable Sor- 
rows and Sufferings of others. You will find 
fuch a one has loſt her pretty Children; and 
at the ſame time a loving Huſband, that was. 
better to her than ten Sens. Another has Joſt 
a near Relation, and with that near Relation. 
away went the Means of Subſiſtance. The 
Sons of Zedekiah were lain before his Face; 
and then his -own Eyes were put out, and he 


himſelf led into Captivity; 2 Kings 25. David. 


” the Mortification of a beloved Son dying 
actual Rebellion agaiaſt his Father, bis 
Ne and againſt bis Ged. How muck, 
more terrible was that, than to clofe his Eyes. 
in a peaceful Way The Mother of the Mac- 
cabees ſaw her ſeven Sons tormented to death 
before her Face, and ſnhe © afterwards herſelf. 
underwent the ſame. The Sufferings of 'the 
Primitive Chriftians, how grievous } The pa- 
tient Reſignation of our Engliſh Martyrs to be 
burnt, how remarkable, how affecting, how: 
glorious ! If Mankind were to · bring together 
all their ſeveral Troubles and Calamities, in 


all their Circumſtances of good and bad that 


11100 ĩͤ 


a Caule of inflicting 
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attended them, and lay them in one common 
Heap, on this Condition that when they had 
ſo done, every Man was to come again to take 
up an equal Portion of the Miſeries of Life 
— divide them equally, a great many who 
455 complain would gladly take up what they 
ought, and go a vay contented. _ 

What if the great God deſigns that others 
Who look on, ſhould have the Bene fit of my 
Example and good Behaviour under ſuch a 
Trial as this. Hath he not a Right to uſe me 
for ſuch a Purpoſe ?. And does it not become 
we to comport with it, and behave according- 
1y.? Jes loſt bis Children, his Eſtate, his 
Health,, and in ſome meaſure, his Reputation 
with his F riends; his Eaſe and Peace; and all 
this, to ſhew che World a Pattern of Patience: 
n others have no Bene fit from the Example 
our Behaviour? Tho God can never want 
Evil where Sin is; yet 
this ſhews, that Sin is not always the Cauſe. 


Haaf thou confidered my Servant Job, ſays God | 


to Satan, bat there was none like him in all the 


5 Earth, alibo thou muvedſt me * vim with- 
duft a Cauſe, Job Srl jt 
This ReGgnation is the moſt diſtinguiſhing 


oth Character of a Chriſt ian 4 that which does moſt 
unqoubtedly diſtinguiſh good Men from bad. 


The Externals of Religion cannot do it, be- 


cCauſe they are common to the Hypocrite and 
the Sincere. The Hypocrite can hear and read, 


bog ens and. pray, 51. receive Sacraments 


on £ 


#, 


g-. RS ma 03S tw 


as the true Chriſtian docs, and adminiſter them 
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too, and preach; but to give up the Will to 
God at his Diſpoſal, and obey his Will, is what 
no Hypocrite can do and continue ſuch : For 
it is the Eſſence of Hypocriſy. to pretend only 
to let God have his Will, and yet reſolve to 
have our own. And it is the Evidence of 


Sincerity, to be thank ful if God will let us 


have our own Will; but contented with his, 
and ſubmiſſive to it. All other Parts of Re- 
ligion, I ſay, lie common: If you hear Ser- 
mons ever fo attentively, the Hypocrite will 


fit as demurely : They fit before me as my People. 


fit. Herod heard John gladly, and did many 
things. If you pray fervently and frequently, 
the Hypocrite may be as frequent, long, and co- 
pious. The Phariſees, for 4 Pretenſe, made 


Jong Prayers. You cannot come to the Sacra- 


ment oftener, nor behave with more Devorion 
than they do. Judas ſat down with the Twelve. 


If you entertain good Diſcourſe with great 


. Readineſs in the Scripture Language, the Hy- 
pocrite can do the ſame. Men may preach to 
others, and be caſt away themſelves; may be 


_ Companions to good Men, as Demas was to 


Paul, and yet be Lovers of this preſent World 
ſo, as to forſake the Diſciples for it. Men 
may be any thing, and do any thing, ſhort of 
this refigned Will to God, and yet be no Chri- 


ſtians. Bat the Surrender of our Wilbto Sd. 


is a Sacrifice of that Sort, which demonſtrates 
him that — it, to be a Chriſtian indeed. 1 
The 
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The Children of Wrath are deſcribed from 


their not having reſigned their Will to God; 


Epb. 2. 3. Fulfilling the Defires of the Fleſh, 
and of 5 Mind, that is their own Wills, and 
not G dals s; their own Wills, in oppoſition to 


God's. And Fer. 5. 5. They have altogether 
_ broken the Yoke, and burſt the Bonds. Let us 
caſt away his Cords from us, and break bis ae 


in ſunder; Pſal. 2. The Children of God, 
© the contrary, are deſcribed from the intire Sure 


render of the Will to God. As obedient Chil- 
_ dren, not faſhioning yourſelves according to your 
former Luſts, not acting merely according to 


your own Will; But, as be who bath called 


you is holy, ſo be ye holy, in all manner of Con- 
ver ſation. David was a Man after God's own 


© _ Heart, and ſerved his Generation according to 
the Will of God ; while others are deſcribed 
ns walks after their own . nne and Tags ; 


Jer. 237 v9 +» 


The Devil will 1 10 0 you. have as uche Reli- | 
gion as you pleaſe, without this; becauſe he 


. knows all Religion that leaves the Will of Man 


unreſigned to God, will never n the Sou 


out of his Hands... 


- Immoderate Paſſion, for loſing e or gaining 8 
any thing in this World, is a Reproach to. 


Religion, to good Principles, and the beſt 


Proipects in the World. As if theſe were not 


| ſufficient to bear us up, and to bear us out; 


or to make an ample Amends for the Loſs of. 


any — As if God with all his Per- 
— * ö . * fections, 


7 


running from Camp to the City to bri 
ings, ſhe, waiting at the Gate to hear his Re- 
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fections, and Heaven with all its Glaries were 


nothing: No; nothing to that Child, that 


Huſband, that Wife, that Eſtate. I hin ſeen 


a Grief ſo ſtubborn and ſavage as to prove in- 
ſenſible to all the Principles and Proſpects that 
could be mentioned. 

In ſuch Caſes we fall ſhort of many excellent 


Heathens. We are outdone by thofe with 
whom we are aſhamed to be compared, con- 


ſidering all things. Some of them had noble 
Sentiments under the Loſs of Eſtates, Relations 


or Friends. Zeno loſt all in a Shipwreck: He 


proteſted it was the beſt Voyage he ever made 
in his Life, becauſe it proved the Occaſion of 


betaking himſelf to the Study of Virtue and 
Philoſophy. Seneca ſays, he injoyed his Rela- 


tions as one that was to loſe them; and loſt 


them as one who had them ſtill in Poſſeſſion. 


A Spartan Woman had five Sons in the Army, 
on the Day of Battel. When a Soldier came 


port, aſked, bat News ? Says the Meſſenger, 
Thy frue Sons are lain. You Fool, ſays ſhe, I 


did not aſk after them. How goes it in the Field 
of Batiel? Why, ſays the Meſſenger, we dave 


gained the Victory; Sparta is ſafe. Then let ur 
be thankſul, ſays ſhe, to the Gods for our Deli- 


verance and continued Freedom. 93 | 


Seneca ſpeaks to God in ſuch Laage as. 


this, I only want to know your Will: As ſoon as 
1 know what that. is, 1 am always of the ſame 


'Tid- | 


a 1 
1 


- 70 | The Wen 
Mind. Taue ſay you have taken from me; tha# 


accepted from me, which I am ready to offer *. 


Sect. * 


looks as if I were, umvilling; but that you have 


ster. XI. Directions. | 


ay che Vaud of your Conſolation 
right, namely in true Converſion, a State 
_of Grace, the Pardon of Sin, and the Favour 
of God. Lay the Foundation of it within 
you, and not on T hings without; above, and 
not on Things below; on Chriſt, and not on 


Religion, and not on the Things of this World ; 
in the Rectification of your Opinions, in the 
Government of Appetites and Paſſions, and in 
poſſeſſing. your Souls in Patience : Without 
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1 Seneca abounds with 151 Gene * 5 kind.” He 
is . preat Saul, ſays that Philoſopher, 2% gives himſelf at 
75 its, God: Tis little and mean to diſpute it. Magnus eſt 
animus qui ſe Deo tradidit : Puſillus et degener qui obluc- 
: tatur- Epi. 107. 
Accipere potuiſtis : ſed ne nune quidem auferetis, quis 
D nihil enpitur niſi retinenti. Nihil cogor, nihil patior in- 
Vitus ; nec ſervio Deo, ſed aſſentio. De Provid. 
Permittes ipſis expendere Numinibus quid 
Conveniat nobis, rebuſque ſit utile noſtris. 


Nam pro jucundis aptiſſma quæque dabunt | 
(Cary et! eſt illis _ quam * "5 


* 


ourſelves in the Principles and Proſpects of 


this, you eve ſomething elſe to cry for than a 
PE, To have a loſt Soul to bewail, of 


PR woo: TT, 9 v8. wo. 
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infinitely more Concern to you than ae Thing, 
or any Perſon in the World. 5 
If my Comforts depend only on Things with- 


out me, they.lie at the Mercy of. fo many Ac- 
cidents, that it mult needs be very precarious, 


But if I can fay, I am at Peace with God; 
I have a Conſcience void of Offenſe toward God 
and Man; I have a good Hope thro Grace, 


condemn me; the Accidents of Life cannot ut- 
terly ruin the Peace of ſuch a Soul. This is 
that Peace of which Chriſt ſays, My Peace 1 


leave with you; my Peace I give unto vo Net 
as the World gives, give I unto or Let not 

your Heart be troubled, nor let it be afraid. 
The Man who lays the Foundation of his 

Peace and Quiet in Eſtate, Relations, 'Hea!th, 
Pleaſures of Life, or Life itſelf; when any of 
theſe is in danger, his Peace is raked! or de- 


ſtroyed; whereas, the Man is immoveable 


who can think and ſay thus Fi 


I am fick, but not afraid to din: * is 


he who i is ſick and fears to die, whole Peace is 


deſtroyed by Sickneſs. I am in Pain, it is true; 
but I have Patience to poſſeſs. my Soul: It is 


he who is in Pain, and has no Patience, whoſe 
Comfort is deſtroyed. I am lighted, and diſ- 


regarded; - for want of Merit: If I am 
conſcious o 


fort and Peace by the Opinion of others. I am 


leſſened 1 in Eine, and reduced to narrow Cir- 
. cumſtances: 1 


2 


deſerving better, let that be 
my 9 without eſtimating my Com- 


as to another World, and my Heart does nor 


a +... 


K The MourNes. 
Lumſtances; true, but I am got covetous: 


Had I been covetous of much, all my Com- 
fort and Peace would have gone with my Sub- 


ſtance. But I plainly {ce the Comfort of Life 
does not lie ſo-much in the Abundance of theſe 


Things, as in the Art of injoying a little. 

have loft indeed a dear Friend, and a lovely 

Creature; but my Happineſs was more wrapt 
up in that God to whom that beloved Perſon 


is gone: God will bring them along with him. 


That which beautified their Character, and 


made them ſo lovely, was what could not be 
loſt, but is perfected by the Trayflation. 1 
love them ſtill, and take a Pleaſure in loving 
them, which reliewds the Sorrow for their Ab- 


ſence. The Man who does not fear Death ſo 


much as an ill Life; who thinks Impatience a 
worle Diſeaſe than Gout or Stone; who thinks 


Pride a greater Reproach than being ſlightcd ; 


Covetouſneſs a yiler Thing than Poverty; and 
that to offend God with immoderate Grief, is 
worſe than any Loſs whatſoever: That Man's 
Comfort and Peace is not precarious; does not 
lie at the Mercy of other Mens Fancies and 


dents.” 


depends upon | 
tracted at a croſs Accident, as if he was pri- 
vileged from the common Lot and ſome ſtrange 


ching had happened to him. Did you never 
Rh before * _ the Perſon you are 8 
a= 


Set. XI. 


Paſſions; and is | above the — of Acct- - 


He kooes not the Woarkt nor himſelf, who 
Life, ſuch as ours; who is diſ- 
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lamenting for was a Mortal, as well as your- 
ſelf? That what was born muſt die? That 
what has befallen others, might happen to 
you ? That what owes its Value only to 
Fancy, has only a. fanciful Worth? And 


what can be bought with Money here on 


Earth, is not more excellent, nor lels pe- 
riſhing. | 

There is indeed” a Knowlege of the World 
that poliſhes the Gentleman ; to- be learned 
in Courts -and Camps, and in a general Con- 
verſation: But the Knowlege that ſecures 
a Man's Peace and Quiet through all Events, 
is to be found only in the Bible. That 
Book will tell us, that this World is not. 
our Reſting Place, for it is polluted 3 That 
it muſt not, or cannot be our Portion: That 
it is not an equal Price for our Souls, tho 
we could gain ib: Wbote of it: That the 
World lies in Wickedneſs, an Enemy to 
Chriſt and his Intereſt: That it is one of 
our Enemies we muſt overcome by Faith: 


That it is of a periſhing Nature, and in con- 


tinual Change and Variation. 
To confider this World as Philosophers, 
it is a fine Building. Every Thing is ad- 


I juſted in Number, Weight, and Meaſure. 
We admire h Heavens, the Work of t 
Fingers; the Moon, and the Stars, which thou 


baſt ordained ! But why does the Aftronomer 
ſtop ſhort at the viſible ' Heavens? Why not 


EE farther, 50, that Geary: which God 
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Country. 


Hala; and concludes with the great Mor. 


The Mon RER. Sec. XI. 


| hath ſet above thoſe Heavens ? Faith is the 
Evidence of Things not ſeen by the Tele- 


There is the Chriſtian's Home and er 7 


Here we are Strangers, and Pil. 
grims, paſſing our of it. In ſhort, he knows 
ane e ue beſt, who comes up to that Text, 


not the World, nor the Things of the Mill, 


neus, that, F all the World was made for gh: 


Man, Man was made for ſomething more than 


all the World. Let us ballange the Thoughts _ ” 


-of what we have loſt, with the Remembrance 
of what we were made for. ; 

What do we ſee in ourſelves, this we 
| ſhould expect always to be pleaſed! ? We art 


not better than our Fathers. If. T am dead oo 


to this World, why am I ſo diſtracted that 
amotber iS dead out of it? If I am not dead 


to this World, I ought to be ſo, and to be Eraye 


ues concerned: for my own Soul than for "= 
any dead Friend. Learn to think and ſpeak 
of this World now, as you will do when 
you are going out of it. Acknowlege it to 
be a Place where you mult daily loſe ſome- 


thing, till you. have loſt all. And let your © 


Soulf aſſuredly conceive, that having had its 
Original from Heaven, it is one of thoſe 
Things which muſt, one Day, return thither. 


(Biſhop Patrick.) * 
While your Sorrows are afloat, turn them fe&tic 


into a 


godly Chanel. 


at fuch a Time, to implay i in mourning 


It will be more eaſy 


for 


4 
Fs * 
/ 
, 


for Sin. This is fetching Meat out of the 


is making Sorrow, otherwiſe fruitleſs. and 
hurtful, to be of Uſe and Service. So the 


„ Mill, and makes it work, inſtead of running 
waſte, or doing Miſchief. Perhaps this is one 


be a wiſe and happy Improvement of it: 
Since I am now lo ready to burſt out into 


ance ! Tears, I will weep part of them over a finfut 


Life.“ This will make it a healing Wound, 
and a comforting Sorrow; and at the ſame 
Orr. 1 : 

This is often beſt done upon our Knees in 
Prayers: Time of Affliction is a Time of 
Prayer. Is any afflifted ? Let him pray. Call 
upou me in the Day of Trouble, and 1 will deli- 
ver thee. Be careful for nothing, over much + 


with Thankſgiving, let your Requeſts be made 


ſpiſe their Prayer; Plal.. 102. 17. Thus God 


invites you to come and drop ſome of your 
Tears at his Feet: It is likely he may turn 


Spirit, calm the Paſſions, ſpiritualize the Af- 
fections, ſtrengthen Faith, Hope, and Love; 
for under the Influence of the other World, 
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Eater; and Comfort out of Trouble. This 
ſkilful Huſbandman directs the Stream to his 


; 7 Intention of the Providence. At leaſt, it will _ 


time, give Vent to Nature, and Exerciſe to 


but in every Thing, by Prayer and Supplication 


known unto God; Phil. 4. 6. For, be wilt 
regard the Prayer of the Deſtitute, and not de- 


your Sorrows into Joy. It will compoſe the 


Hz. . 


we have Joy unſpeakable, and full of Glory. 


Sod, believe alſo in me. Lord! I believe; help 


76 The Movxnzr. Sec. XI. 
Oh Holy Spirit! Is it not thy Name 
and Office to be, The Comforter ? Does not 
my Caſe need Comfort? Art not thou as 
willing and ready to help, as I am defirous 
of it? Come, Holy Ghoſt; and do thine Of. 
fice of Conſolation, to a poor Soul that needs 
it, Lord, increaſe my Faith, and in the fame 
Proportion my Sorrows will abate, and my 
Conſolation will abound. | Hope and Faith 
are the only Support under Things that have 
no Cure in this World. It is in Believing that 


It is in Believing that our Hearts are fortified 
_ againſt the Troubles and Pangs that others 
| feel. So Chriſt has connected them together: 
Let not your Hearts be troubled ; ye believe in 


my Unbelief. 1 believe in God, and the 
great Truths of Natural Religion. I believe 
alſo in Thee, and the peculiar Diſcoveries of 
the Goſpel. I believe thy Providence ma- 
nages all Things, according to the Purpoſe 
of thine own Will and Wiſdom. I G believe 
thy Promiſes ſhall be fulfilled, Which are a 
great Support to my Mind. I believe thy 
watchful Care and neverfailing Love to of 
thine own. I believe the Reality and Excel- 
lency of the future World; and have good Ta 
Hope thro Grace, of my Title to it. And ſoo 
bow little, how very little, do all theſe lower 1 E= 
Things appear, when that World is in full Ja 
View! The Juſt who live by Faith and die I Ve 
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in Faith, may rejoice in Faith, in the Midſt 


of their Sorrows. The Joys of Faith are the 
beſt Remedy againſt the Grief of Senſe. 1 
bad fainted unleſs I had believed, to ſee the Good- 
neſs of God in the Land of the Living. Twas 
Faith, the Evidence of Things not ſeen, and 
the Subſtance of Things hoped for, to which 


thoſe Heroes of Faith and 1 owe their 


glorious Character. Heb. 11. We are kept 
by the Power of God, flew "Faith unto Salva» 
tion: Wherein ye greatly rejoice ; tho now for a 
Seaſon ye are in Heavineſs, thro manifold Temp- 
tations: That the Trial of your Faith being 
much more precious than that of Gold that pe- 
riſbeth, tho tried with Fire, may be found unto- 
_ and Honour, and Glory, at the Appear- 
ance of Feſus Chriſt, whom baving not ſeen,. 


we love: In whom, tho now we ſee him not, 


yet believing, we rejoice with Foy unſpeakable,. 


and full of Glory. 1 Peter 1. 5. Grief ſays, 
the dear Creature is gone! Faith ſays, gone 
before, not loſt ; and that the Meeting again. 


is certain; will be comfortable; and in a 
little Time; and inſeparable for ever. 
| Tis of great Uſe to conſider the Examples 


; of Patience under Afflictions that are to be 
met with in ſacred and common Hiſtory... 


Take my Brethren, the Prophets, who babs 


ſpoken to you in the Name of the Lord, for an 
Example of ſuffering Afiittion, and of Patience. 


James 5. And the firſt he mentions is 70. 


'Ver. 11. 22 baue heard of the Patience of. Ts ; 


>» 


786 __ . The Mou NEA. Sect. XI. 
One Part of his Eſtate was plundered by the 
Inroads of his Enemies; another Part was 
burnt up with Lightening from Heaven: His 
Children were cut off at once by a violent 
Tempeſt, ſeven Sons, and three Daughters: 


His own Health was turned into Sickneſs and 


Corruption; from the Crown of the Head to 


a the Sole of the Foot, were Boils and Sores. 
| He takes a Bit of broken Potſheard to mote 


himſelf withal, his Fingers being too ſore for 
that poor Office. And he ſat down among 


the Aſhes 3, nor could he there be quiet: He 
is inſulted by one of the fooliſn Women, 


and teized: with uncharitable Cenſures, and 


- falſe Reaſoning of Friends, who endeavored 


to wrangle him out of all that remained of 


Comſort to him, namely the inward Conſci- 
ouſneſs of his own Integrity. How great 


were his Trials? How glorious his Patience! 
When Haran loſt his two Sons, it is ſaid, 


* held bis Peace. When Eli heard the | 


Prediction of the Death and Ruin of his Fa- 


mily, he anſwered, I is the Lord, let him do 
ubat ſeemeth good unto bim. And David ſays, 
I was dumb, and opened not my Mouth ; be- 


cauſe thou dio it. Abraham's offering his 


Son, with that Reſolution, was a great 


Thing; and God eftimateds it according to 
"his Intentian. The Mother of the Maccabees 
Who ſacrificed her ſeven Sons, and ſtood by 
the Execution, that ſhe might help them 


* their — " her Council and 
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Comfort, has ſomething in it extraordinary 
heroic, ſhe alſo following them herſelf in the 


: many ſuch Inſtances of Suffering and Pati- 


be uſed, It is no wonder People are at a 
| loſs in a Time of Affliction, when they are 
Strangers to thoſe Things wherein the beſt 


Cordials as the Chriſtian Religion affords : 
But they are nothing, if like Cordials they 
are only uſed when a fainting Fit comes. They 


Soldiers unexerciſed before the Attack; or 
Travellers — at the Moment of the 


——— 


ſame glorious Path. 
Among the Primitive Chriſtians chere are 


ence; a Contempt of this World, and Ea- 
gerneſs after another, that may well make us - 
aſhamed for our Feebleneſs under leſſer Trials } 
with much greater Ad vantages. ⁵ 
But above all, let us keep in our Eye de =— 
Parreri of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Confider 
him that endured ſuch Contradiftion of Sinners 
againſt him ſolf, left ye be weary and faint in your 
Minds; Heb. 12 Looking unto Feſus, the Au- 
thor' and Finiſher of our Faith; the Fountain 
of all our Supplies, and the Pattern of our 
Behaviour. ; | 
It is great Wiſdom not to have theſe Nie- 
ciples to lay in, when they are to be imployed; 
nor theſe Supports to get, when they ſhould wo 


Conſolation doth conſiſt. | There are no ſuch 


muſt be daily made our Food, eſtabliſhed 
Principles, and ſettled Habits ; practiſed into 
a ſecond Nature: Or elſe, we ſhall be like 


The Mounnen. Sect. XI, 


- . 


People, in other Caſes, do not 


pretend to perform what they have not learned 
to do; to play upon an Inſtrument they have 


never practiſed; to perform an Exerciſe they 


: never made themſelves Maſters of: But Chrif- 
tianity they think may be acted ex tempore, 


- and upon a ſudden, without ever learning it. 
But we ſee that will not do, where no Habit 
of Submiſſion is acquired beforehand. Where 


the Mind is not prepared by the frequent Act- 


ings of Reſignation, Men are to ſeek how to 


ule, and how to apply the Principles of Peace 
and Comfort, if they have them : And much 
more ſtill at a loſs, if thoſe Principles are to 
be got at the very Time they are to be uſed. 


They are not then capable of the Conſolation. 


. ariſing from Principles and Proſpects they are 


utter Strangers to. They wender what you 


mean. They call for the dear Creature that's 
gone: 1 hey grieve, and grieve on; they 
teize themſelves ; they offend God; they have 
no Comfort under preſent Calamity z they 

draw more Calamity upon themſelves by the 


| . Time to come. 


— 


Exceſs, or Continuance of their Sorrow; and 
all, for want of preparing a good Foundation 
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3 WOULD not heb you to be Sun: | 
Brethren, concerning them who are aſleep, 

that you ſorrow not, even as others who have no 
ate For if we believe that Jeſus died, and 
roſe again; even ſo them alſo who Jeep in Jeſus, 
ill God bring with him; the Dead in Chriſt ſhall 
riſe firſt 1 Theſſ. 4. 13, 14 Let them that 
have no Hope, have no Bounds to their Sor- 
row; and be as heatheniſh in the manner of 
it, as they are in its Cauſe and Riſe, namely 
the Want of Hope. The Righteous bath Hope 

in his Death ; therefore we will not deſpair in 


our Sorrows. Other People, how many ſo-: 
ever in Number, or great in Figure, are not 


to be followed in any Exceſs. A Chriſtian 

neither lives or dies, rejoices or ſorrows, as 

others do; according to his own Character, 
s not, as do others. 

The Caution againſt anions Sorrow, is 
5 rounded upon the preſent Condition of the 
godly Dead: "They fleep in Jeſus. And upon 
the future Meeting we ſhall have, God wilt 
bring them along with bim. And the Certainty: 
of theſe Things; as certain as that Jeſus died, 
and roſe again. If we believe one, we muſt believe 
the other. For if you believe that Jeſus died 

and roſe again, as ſurely you do; you _ 


5 _— 1 that they who Jeep in * ” 
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82 . Movunwzen Sect. XII. 
| God bring along with bim. And then we ſhall 5 
all be together again. | 
. How ſoft a Name is given to the Chriſtian? $ 
| Death? And how lovely a Notion of their 0 
= preſent. State? They ſieep in Feſus. : 
Tue ſleep. Why do you mourn as if they 
were extinct ; as if they were annihilated, and 
_ utterly loſt ?- 
_ Mourner : But they are loſt to me. 
Anſiner: Not for ever; not for a very long 
| Time. Zet a. little while, and he that ſhall 
come. will come, and will not tarry. When 
they were alive, Sleep and Abſence ſepa- 
= your Relation for a great Part of the 


ere But. 1 knew then they would 
awake. from Sle ep. and regaro, from Abſence J 7 
hut no) | 2 
Anfever : And don't vou now believe that, "0 
| 
| 


"ps x 
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they will awake from Sleep, and return 
Abſence? But when you ſay you knew, 
x at they would awake avg Sleep, and re- 
turn from Abſence, you ſpeak in Terms too 5 
ſtrong: You might expefF, indeed, and hope, 
that they would awake and return; but that 
they would certainly do ſo, is more than 
1 one could: inſute, who 4nows na! what, 
ng forth. But this we veto 


wil Gad bring. with: him, as ſurely. as we 
believe that ;torp _— — A wu from BI. 
the: Doo. 


_— 


| Mourner : 
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* 
A Anſwer : : What if it be? 1 it not worth 
tarrying for? And it may not be ſo long, 
neither as you imagine. 

Mourner: But what muſt 1 do in the 
mean time? 

Anſwer: Do but theſe two or three Things, 


and all ſhall be well; See that your own 


Soul is ſafe: Secure your happy Meeting, 
that your Separation may not be eternal: Give 
due Allowance to the Paſſion of Nature, 
and refuſe not, the Help of Grace. Time 
will do ſomething 3 Reflection more; and 
Religion will donne the Work of Reſig- 


nation. 
They that are aſleep in 1 us, are as truly alive 


as you, and in a thouſand times more excel- 


lent Senſe, and to more excellent Purpoſes: 
For he who died for us, did it for this End, 
that, whether we ſleep, or whether we make 


we ſhould live together with bim; 1 Theſl, 


5. 10. For God is not the God of the Dead, 
' but of the Living; Luke 20. Living, at pre- 
ſent, as to the Soul; and ſhall live hereafter 
in the Body again: 

Mie live together with bim, whether we 
wake or ſleep. They who ſleep in Jeſus live 
together with him, in his Preſence, and En- 
joyment. In this Reſpect it is, that Chriſt 
ge * that believes in me, man never die. 


Ne- 


* i to the Letter of the Franſlation; tho it may 
be rendered, He that IN in me, 8 not die for ever. 


Mourner: But it will be a gen while 
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> Never die totally. But when the Body ſleeps 


in Jeſus, the Soul lives together with bim; 
and procedes in a Life that Death cannot 
«diſcontinue, nor Eternity exhauſt. 


Sleep is a Reſt from Wearineſs; from the 
Cares and Labours of the Day. Such is the 


Death of the Chriſtian. 
En are the Dead who die in the "IA 


ey reft from their Labours : From the La- 


| <4 of their Calling as Men ; from the La- 


© bours of their Duty, as Chriſtians ; "becauſe 


all the Duty that follows in the Separate 


State, will be without Labour and Weari- 


' neſs: From the Labour of oppoſing Sin and 


Temptations to it; from all the Troubles 


of Life, and the Sorrows attending it. It 


is not merely Farewel Huſband, Wife, and 
Children; but, Farewel Sorrdw. and Sin; 


farewel Suffering; farewel Corruption, Weak- 
- neſs, Temptation: Welcome Reſt” from all 


theſe Troubles. 


Sleep is a Refreſhment, and a Reglraion. | 


of Spirits; and to the better Part Death 


1 2 Refreſhment, that amounts to a Satis- 


action. I ſhall be ſatisfied, when I awake in 
thy Likene/s; Pal. 17. Which | ſome have 


© underſtood of the Soul's awaking to a nabler 


© Life, upon the Body's falling aſleep. ' 


ET Sleep is but for a while, and then we * 1 


again; and Death is but for a while, and we 
awake in the Morning of the Reſurrection. 


What Du 275 of his e down in his 


. 
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in ** Grave and riſing. I laid me dun an 
ſlept; for the Lord ſuſtained me. So Man lieb 


down, and awake!h not (as, to the Body) % - 


the Heavens be no more. If a Man die, lays 
Job, ſball be live again? Shall he indeed? it 


eſo, then I acknowlege there-is- - Conſolation in 


the: Thought, and Wonder in the Work, to 


ſupport and ſtay my Mind: And cherefore, | 


all the Days of my appointed Time, that I have 
to lie in the Grave, there will © wwait till my 


Change, by the Reſurrection, come. For thou 
Halt call, by the Sound of the laſt Trumpet 
and «Voice of the Bord, and I will anſwer. 
Thou wilt have a Deſire to tbe Work of "thine 
own Hands, to reſtore and improve it, and 
not ſuffer · it always to lie there in Rubbiſn. 
Sleep is but a ſhort Death, and Death a 
longer Sleep to the Body. e Hour is com- 
ing, ꝛuben all that are in their Graves Hall 
bear bis Voice, and ſball come - forth + T hey 
who have dene Gord, unto the Rejurrettion , 


ef Life; John 5: May they fleep ſweet- 
ly, may they wake joyfully. - They were 
Chriſt's Friends, as well as yours. AE | 

low him to have his Friends about him; as 


well as you have had them ſo long. It may 
be, before Chriſt has had- them ſo long with 


him, as ſome of you have had them here be- 


low, you will be with them again; and 
wann Son you, * be all together. 7 


+ 


Bed and rung we may ſay of our lying down 7 | 


| 4 AS en ft The. M6s VERA. Sekte xl. 
e et nos have ou ignorant, '-Bretbten: 
=” Immoderate. Sorrow is very much--owing 


Kr govern,gthe Paſlions, which is the ſame thing 


_ " preaver., Number af Stripes, Don't - behave 


4 ile z ag if you were ignorant of the Chri- 
dien Hope,, Life and Immortality; as if 


s., and of the certain future Meeting again, 


= | mh will give a; Vent tO great deal of that — 
Us 3 | 5 row that torments- others: And Hope will 
feteh in 4 great deal of Comfort Which 3 
Stranger inter medadles not woitb. They are 
FF  thercfore. mentioned Together. by the Apoſtle 3 
Neem. 12: 12. Kejoicing in Hope patient in 
Fo > Tribulation; continuing ſtedfaſt in Prayer. He 
3B "0 the miſerable Man indeed, who. is afflified and 


equnor pray ®* - Aud whoſe: Days are ſpent with- | | 


. e ab an Where there is no Hope, there 


e : Where there are no Grounds | 


=_—_ - pe þ Lope, there are no Grounds of Comfort. 


And when the Proſpects of Hope are neg- 


lected, and we act as if we were ignorant of 
them. or knew not how to uſe them, the 
Grievouſneſs f. our Sorrow. is very much 
„ C owing 
| © Mr, Do's Sajing.. 5 Job 7. 6. 


to 
© Ignorance, or a Knowlege that has no Effect to 


. _ with Jenarances. except that it intitles ta the 
s if vou were ignorant of the frail Nature, 
and ſhowy Duration f the Comforts of this 
you were ignorant of the preſent State of 

-* thewp-that «ſleep, inf Jeſus, 4 * happy it 


if with Adyvaatage to all thoſe Excellencies, for 
V bich you loved. them here ſo well. Prayer 


+ ; * p + CY 
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owing to ourſelves, and is its own \ Puniſh- +: 2 
ment, tho not the only one we deſerve. - ': 4,90 
Moderate Sorrow is allowable on account 
of our own Loſs, even of thoſe who do fleep +: 
in Jefus. The Apoſtle does not ſay, he would "3 
not have them ſorrow at all, but not as others. _ 
He does not ſay, I would not have you ſor-— 
row at all, but not as boſe who have. no ſuch* _ 
Hopes as you have. It is. the Regulation f 
Sorrow that he aims at; and not the total- 
Suppreſſion of it. Grace doth not deſtroy: 
Nature, but refines it: It doth not extinguiſh 
the Affections and Paſſions, but refifies and 
moderates them. To be altogether uncon- 
cerned is unnatural; to be ſo overmuch is 
unchriſtian. They are both hurtful Extremes 
to any Soil, either to have no Water at al. 
or to have it overflow and Wee the TO: £4 
wand about. N 3 2 


